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oBIECTeSfCENSURE, e 


— 


HE publication of infidel sg in Scotland is but of 
late date, and according to the reception it meets with, 
will certainly have no ſmall influence, either good or 
bad, uponthe intereſt of religion. The exerciſe of diſcipline 


upon that occaſion has been expected and wiſhed for by many 
Vho have not hitherto been able to procure it. There is ſtill ſo 


much of the ſhadow at leaſt, or remnant of chriſtian diſcipline, 
in this church, that the neglect of ir upon this occaſion is more 
ſenſible, and muſt therefore be attended with worſe eonſequen- 
ces, than in other churches who lament the want of it altoge- 


| ther. 


In order to excite the rulers of this church to their duty, a 
ſmall pamphlet was publiſhed laſt year intitled, An Analyſis 
of the opinions of Sopho and David Hume £E/q; wherein the ir- 


religious tenets of theſe two authors were repreſented in ſeve- 
ral propoſitions, and paſſages quoted out of their books, where - 


in ſuch propoſitions were plainly maintained. A reply to this 
very ſoon appeared, intitled, 0b/ervations on the Anaylſis, &c. 


wherein very grievous, but very groundleſs complathts, were 


made of on unfairneſs of ſome of the quotations. In the Scots 
Maga» 


8 33 


ee for September laſt was inſerted; a eats | 


moſt bitter of all the obſervator s complaints isſhown to be with · 


out the leaſt foundation: This related to the charge againſt Sophe, 


of maintaining a neceſſity that is inconſiſtent with moral agen-- 
cy. The obſervator alledged, that he only maintained a moral, 
not a phyſical neceſlity. Altho' this was nothing to the pur- 


poſi e, the proppition being proved i in.the Analyſes, eum So- 


ghundanti, | it was ene in that letter, that. the, N mains 
tained by him, is really a phyſical, not a moral neceſſity, in the 


juſt and proper meaning of theſe terms. And indeed, that the 
accountableneſs of moral agents was, by his principles, over- 


thrown, that gentleman did not (with the modeſty of his prede- 
ceſſors) leave it to his readers to infer, but expreſly poin! ted out 
the inference himſelf, thereby doing what he could to deſtroy 
the whole foundation, of religion. and morality, 


It is not worth while to take notice of the other. particular 


complaints of the Obſervator. It is acknowledged, that he has 


ſhovn by ſome of his extracts, what muſt be abundantly, evident 
to. any intelligent reader of theſe gentlemen! $ writings, that 
they often contradict themſelves. His defence indeed a- 


mounts to this and no more, upon the propoſitions charg'd. a- 


gainſt them in the Analyſis. But what calls for à more parti N 


cular diſcuſſion is, that not ſatisfied, perhaps, with his own a- 


pology for his clients, he ee to ſcreen them from cen- 
fure, by inſiſting i in the general, that erroneous ſpeculations arg 5 


not the proper objects of church cenſure. What he ſays . 
this ſubjedt, is contained in the following paragraph. 


ce The freedom of inquiry and debate, tho' it may have OY | 


4 liſhed fome errors to the world, has undoubtedly been the 


« ſource. from whence many bleſſings have flowed upon man- 


« kind. As free inquiry alone could at firſt have made way for 
.« Chriſfianity, and have borne down the oppoſition of ſyng- 


.< gogues, ſenates and ſchools; it i is to the ſame. noble principle 15 


& ye owe the reformation, abd are enabled tq ſet at defiance 


che tyrannical deciſions of Popes and Councils, By means 
Hof free | n the church of Scotland was originally eſta- 


A . ; 4 : bliſhed. 


4 
] 
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it 5 


6 bliſhed. In this country, therefore, all attempts to ue 
* ſo valuable a privilege in caſes where the peace of ſociety is 
* not concerned, mult ever be regarded with concern by all 

« reaſonable men, The proper objects of cenſure and reproof 
are, not freedom of thought, but licentiouſneſs of action; 

not erroneous ſpeculations, but crimes pernicious to focery? 
© Againſt theſe ought the clergy to exert their utmoſt efforts 
and by ſuch a conduct they will more advance the cauſe of 
* religion, than by engaging in metaphyſical diſputes, Which 
« may perplex the underſtandings, but r Wer can impair WM 
E morals of men.” 5 


? | A F 5 * 
As it is very a not ity from «i MOTION one | 
meets with every day, bur from the laſt Aſſembly's taking no 
particular notice of theſe writings, that the Obſervator is not 
alone in his ſentiments upon this ſubject; and as they appear 
to me of the moſt dangerous conſequence, I have been induced 
to offer to the public, and particularly to the conlideration | 
of the miniſters of this church, the followipg enquiry, how far: 
they are founded on reaſon or ſcripture. That 1 may do this 
the more diſtinctly, the reader may pleaſe ehoblerve, that this 
author's argument, and indeed all reaſoning of the ſame kind, 


is founded on the following principles, which 1 ſhall un: 5 
vour diſtinctly to conſider. 


1. That tos of enquiry has led the two. gen 3 , pro- 
poſed to be cenſured, into the inſidel opinions which they 


II. Thar theſe infidel opinions of theirs never can impair the a 
morals of men, and that we peace of. „eien is not concern: 
ed in them, | | 


* 


Ul. That erroneous ſpeculations are wot the: per 3 of 

church cenſure and reproof, and that ſuch an application of 
eocleſiaſtic diſcipline would ONE the wan 1000 | 
"OP; of free * 1 5 

; 


upon freedom 3 enquiry and debate, as the ſource of many 
bleſſings to mankind, to Which, he tells us, we owe, not only 
our preſent eſtabliſhmear, but the refarmarion, and ghriftianis 
whit ſelf; z as if this was the cauſe in hich he had drawn his 
pen. I have, from my earlieſt years, been fo ptofeſs d and 
ſo true an admirer of liberty, that I think it lirtle wonder if fo. 
ſpecious a pretext is ready to impoſe upon many of its partiſans, 
And inſtead af oppoſing, I ſhould be one of the warmeſt ad- 


vocates for his fide of the queſtion, if his application of ſuch 


terms, did not appear to me, to be the groſſeſt perverſion of 
words, and confuſion of ideas. Before I proceed to make out 


this, let me only put the reader in mind, that, as tis the mini- 


ſters of this church, and not the friends of infidelity to whom 


1 addreſs myſelf, fo the 0b/er vations are written with a profeſ- 


d deſign to reaſon with Chriſtian clergymen upon their own 
principles: and therefore if I reaſon likewiſe from the fame 


principles, or appeal to the bible; how little weight ſoever it 


may poſſibly have with the Ong; this cannat, in the 


| preſent caſe, with any fairneſs, be called a bezug f the queſti- 
on; ſeeing he himſelf, in an argument addreſſed to the mem- - 


bers of our church judicatories, takes it for granted, as un- 


doubtedly they themſelves do believe, that they have a right 
| to do ſomething in that capacity. 


Freedom of i inquiry, is either uten, of external. -By Fre 


ternal freedom of inquiry, I mean, the abſence of outward | 
force or violence, whereby the inquirer might be limited by o- 


thers, eſpecially the governors of his country, to the embrac- 


ing, or at leaſt the profeſſing, only of ſuch and ſuch tenets, 
and not others, By internal freedom of inquiry, we are to 
underſtand, (at feaſt I underſtand thereby) ſuch a love of truth 


in the inquirer himſelf, as engages him to, ſearch for, and to 
embrace i it, for its own evidence allenarly, without being di- 
verted therefrom by any partial conſideration, any by · view. 
or biaſſed to the contrary by any wrong or criminal affection. 
— 4s the firſt of theſe, ſo far as the preſent queſtion is con- 


| Eerned, will fall under 6—— afterward; ſol take it ta 


de 


| t 63 
be the ſecond, upon which the Obſervator makes his encomi 
um; as he will not, ſurely, alledge, that the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, and of the reformation from  Popery, and. from. 
its relicks, can be imputed ſo much to the moderation of. their. 
Heathen, Popiſh, or Prelatic adverſaries, as to the honeſt and. 
impartial. i inquiries of the Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and Preſbyte- 
rians of former times. | 
No this impartiality, or freedom "AM inward prejudices 
againſt the truth, is, what I do not deny that our modern in - 
fidels very confidently boaſt of, and, in a ſupercilious contempt 
of Chriſtians, moſt preſumptuouſly aſſume the peculiar, and. 
even excluſive honour of to themſelves, whom they have, with. 
| abundance of aſſurance, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Free- 
thinkers... And therefore I would not be ſurprized if, in any 
argument among themſelves, this ſhould be taken for granted.. 
But, has the juſtice. of this claim been, ever yet, fo. far yielded, 
among Chriſtians, that, in.arguing with the rulers of a Chriſti- 
an church, the ſame ſuppoſition is to be admitted, and * 
ed upon without any farther evidence? 

The ſimplicity of ſach a procedure will appear gill; in a mo 
Ariking light, if we reflect on the ground, upon which, in 4 8 
probability, it is funded. One of the prejudices, which we 
frankly acknowledge, a free f inqu irer muſt overcome, is the 
prejudice of education. This, we allow indeed, to be one, but 
are far from admitting it to be the only one, that an impartial 
regard to truth ought to raiſe us above. An infidel however, 
having once renounced the principles, in which he was educat- 
ed, as if there was not another criminal affection to miſlead 
him, very prepoſterouſly concludes, that he has conquered e- 
very prejudice, and that all who believe what they were taught, 
can do ſo upon no other evidence but the prejudice of educa; 
tion. And thus he immediately plumes himſelf, and crows o- 
ver a believer; having, as he fondly i imagines, given ſufficient 
proof of an Macs which. the bulk of mankind are deſhi- * 
tate of. 

This however, i is in reality, ſo far from being any evidence 
of a due regard to, or love of truth, that, iv oſt of theſe caſes, 


80 | there 
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-_ not a fingletruth that is ſo much as pretended to be 


obtained; unleſs it be merely negative ones. Perhaps not ſo 
much as one of that ſort. Scepticiſin, is what gentlemen of 
this charcter are known chiefly to delight in. Provided they 
dan but get ſome importunate and troubleſome truths diſcard 
_ ed, upon any plauſible pretence, they ſeem to have very little 
concern about ſubſtituting any others in their room.— s this 
love to truth ?——As well may a parent boaſt of impartiality 
toward his children, when, inſtead of treating them, each ac- 
cording to his merit, he has Oy driven 1 one of them 
out of his houſe. | 
It may be alledged adchavs, that the moſt e con- 
duct is, to ſuſpend our aſſent, when there does not appear 
ſufficient evidence to determine it, either on the one ſide or 
the other; and that this is really the courſe they take, which 
carries the appearance of impartiality on the very face of it. 
And I ſhall, by no means, refuſe, that there are hundreds of 
_ caſes, where this would be the part of a wiſe man, 3. e. in all 
<aſes, where it is of little, or no importance, whether the thing 
be true or falſe, or whether we believe it or not, eſpecially if, 
at the ſame-time, ſufficient evidence cannot be had. And that 
there are circumſtances which would juſtify ſuch a condu& in - 
any caſe, muſt be the only thing that can give any ſort of plau 
ſibility to it, tho? in very different and contrary circumſtan- 
ces. For ſurely, in a caſe, where evidence is to be had, and all 
that is dear to a man depends upon his aſſent to a truth of the | 
Laſt conſequence, to argue in this manner, would, indeed, car- 
ry, on the face of it, the very higheſt aggravation of folly. If 
any man thinks, he has reaſon to doubt, whether the city of 
Canton was on fire, when lord 4An/on was in China, about a do- 
zen years ago; why not? Let him ſuſpend his aſſent to this 
fact, till he can be better ſatisfied about the evidence of it. 
There is nothing of moment, that will be affected by his belief, 
or diſbelief of it. But if he ſhould be awakened at midnight, 
with the news that his own houſe was on fire, and ſhould, upon 
that occaſion,” judge, that he had reaſon, from ſome circum- 
ſtances wherewith the meſſage was accompanied, (not to be- 


t 2) 


ave the abs bi but only) to-ſuſpent his aer to * 
preſent, and fo ſhould lay him down to fleep- again ; would 
not every body conclude, that he SOC be burn * 
ed, for an egregious'trifler?; - went 46.1 
- But let us ſuppoſe; what Lam ww far from Yielding, chat 
their departure from the principles in which they were educat ; 
ed is an evidence, not of their enmity to truth (Which, it is, 
however, at leaſt, as likely to proceed from) but of their love 
to it. Does their overcoming one prejudice, and that one of 
the leaſt and moſt harmleſs, neceſſarily. imply a conqueſt of e. 
very prejudice? The prejudice of education, I ſay; is one af 
the moſt innocent of all thoſe that truth has to ſtruggle againſt. 
Far be it from me to ſay any thing in veadication of it. Iknow 
that every free and honeſt enquirer muſt endeavour to get rid 
of this, as well as the reſt: becauſe it implies; tho perhaps no 
direct enmity, yet want of due love to truth. It is a criminal 
indolence, which is apt to produce a ſmall degtee of the ſame 
effect, that mofe powerful prejudices have upon others. While 
active enemies oppoſe the truth with animoſity, the ſlothful 
believer is not ſufficiently penetrated with it; even when it hap- 
pens to be truth to which he gives his cold and accidental af 
ſent. His belief of it is not ſo ſolid, and fo well founded us to 
influence his practice. But after all, are there not prejudices 
which miſlead the proud, the voluptuous, the profane ſinner; 
that are ten times more criminal than this? more directly op- 
poſite to the ſincere love bf truth, and more inconſiſtent with 
an unbiaſſed regard for it? What ſhall we ſay of downright 
hatred of the light, becauſe our deeds are evil® Of not lik- 
ing to retain God in our knowledge Þ, ſaying to the: Almighty, 
depart from us; for we deſire not the knowledge of thyways +? 
Of enmity againſt God, becauſe the carnal mind is not ſubject 
to the lau of God], Of hating knowledgey # Of loving the 
pager of men more than the praiſe of God ? Theſe are pre- 
Judices,-with which. an indolent credulity is not to be:compar- 
ed. Not will a departure from the received doctrine concern- 
en of oe the er nn e e an 
* Sf VASE 23-5 28 
71 iii. 19, 20, . .- . . ' ; 
* Ban- i. 28. A0. 14 "Aw ri Ry | 
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nn. an inquirer's freedom from them. A 


yet the miniſters of this church; to whom the Obſervatot make 
bis appeal, are obliged to believe that chere are ich prejudices | 
8ainſt the truth becaufe the Bible tells them ſo, auc that, fl 
dnce they be overcome, there can be no free Suh a 
Nay more, they are} for the fame reaſon,” obliged (Oy 
likewiſe, that the very rejecting of truths that are bf the high 
eſt nes, and propoſed with ſufficlent evidence, is Wa 
» — proof to them, (whatever light it ay appell in to kn 
were) that'che-perſon who rejects them ie nf free Tirquirer | 
. bur miſt be ſuppoſed: ta indulge Hidhſalf in the'tfoft eriiyh 
— prejudices, Fis certain, that; whatever mote rhay be ineluded 
in chat faith which; by the goſpel is made the conditioß öf 
faivation; an aſtent to the eſſential doctrines of tefigicn vhidt 
are thus propoſed) muſt be allowed to be, hot only neceſſaril 
implied, but the foundation of all' the reſt; And tis as beFral 
\ war, if theſe fruthe could be inneren rejefted by & Er: Hö- 
neſt; and itnpartial inquirer, the hearty; efnbracing *6f- them 
would never have ben made, by our Saviour; pn pot 
Vbich the eternal happineſs or miſery of inen was tö tür. THE 
immediate object of tlie divine approbatiom or Eiſapprbbation; | 
muſt certainly be the temper of mind, tie honeſty and ſhopat 
tiality, or the prezadioe; with which one applies to antiquity? 
How then can a Chriſtian clergyman receive it as a 
truth, (which unddubtedly he muſt) that h wh be lieveth nt 
Mull be damned, and yet be perſuaded, at the ſume time; that 
ie bs believeth not, may; for Aang be an bvgeny op” 
"Jadiced, or free hinuiterꝰ WIE, dend 30. SW 
very different is checchargkter Sf .2 unbilliever) whiahds wh 
ven by him, who ambng Chriſtians; is acknowledged to be 
the fearober F hearts, and who knows what ig in man. The 
Bible aſſures us, that he; that ze lie veth not is cvnde miei alrea- 
, becauſe be hath not believed in the name of the only egos 
ten Ibn of Cod. Aud this it the conuemnatibn, thit light 11 
rome into the wartdy and men LOD dafknefs Huber thai 
gtr, BECAUSE. their derdi were vil. For every due that 
darbievil, HATE VH the light, neither cometh to the light; 
LEST his detds ſhould be . * But be that Ah 2 
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„„ 75 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt, th 
they are wrought in God *, There we ate told: He that bes 
lieveth not Ged, hath made him a liar, becauſe he belicveth 
not the record that God gave of his Son T. That, if our goſ: 
pel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; in whom the God of 
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, 
leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt; who is the image 
of God ſhould ſhine unto them 1. Infidelity is repreſented in 
the ſcripture, not only as a ſin (which it could not be, if it was 
conſiſtent with Freedom of inquiry) but as the chief ſin, being 
indeed the ſource of all the reſt. And therefore our Saviour 
told his diſciples, that when the Comforter is come, he will re- 
prove the world of ſin, becauſe, ſays he, they believe not on me}. 
And as it is the great ſin, ſo it will be the chief cauſe of future 
puniſhment. For, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
beaven,. it will be to take vengeance on them that know not 
| God, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt x. 
And fays the ſame apoſtle again, That they all might be dam- 
ned who believed not the truth, but had PLEASURE in un- 
righteouſneſs +}. And therefore we find another inſpired apoſ- 
tle eſtabliſhing the viſible faith or infidelity of men, as a teſt of 
their reſpective characters, even in the judgment of their fellow 
creatures. Hereby, ſays he, know ye the Spirit of God. Every ſþi+ 
rit that confeſſeth that Feſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God. 
Aud every ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſh is not of God.——They are of the world : THERE- 
FORE fpeak they of the world, and the world heareth them. 
We are of God : he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is 
not of God, heareth not us. HE REBY know we the ſpirit of 
truth and the ſpirit of error . The apoſtle Paul acquaints us 
that the effect of hereſies is to diſtinguiſh characters, and point 
out ſuch as are to be approven or diſapproven. There muſt be 
alſo hereſies among you, that they who are approved may be 
made manifeſt among you t. And he aſſures us, that F any 
man conſent not to wholeſome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is according to 
CTR Fe 1 80 HEE! geoeadli. 
John iii. 18.21. Þ 1 John v. 10. 12 Cor. iv. 3, 4. John xvi. 9. 
*T 2.Thell, i, 8. Ich. ii, 12. 1“ x Joha iv. 2, 3, 37 6. it 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
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tions and ſtriſes of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, rail. 
ings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men OF COR. 


 RUPT MINDS, and deſtitute of the truth . On the o | 
| ther hand, our Saviour lays it down as a certain maxim 45 


very one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
have appealed to the Scripture, becauſe'the Obſervatorhas 
condeſcended to ſubmit the point to the judgment of profeſ· 
fed Chriſtians. But after all, what is there, in the whole of 
what the Scripture ſays upon this ſubject, but the downright - 
common ſenſe of a very plain thing? The very ſame rule of 
Judging pointed out in this matter, that we are apt to obſerve 
on every other occaſion? Were we to'paſs by a farm, which, 
inſtead of corn and graſs, was covered all over with nothing 
but briars.and thorns, thiſtles and uſeleſs weeds ; would we 
not be ready to impute ro the owner, either egregious flothe 
fulneſs, or ſamething worſe ? to infer; that he either indulg- 
ed himſelf in ſcandalous: idleneſs, or was engaged in ſome 
more criminal purſuit? If we ſaw a Pilot ſteering a ſhip, 
not into an harbour, which opened its hoſpitable arms to his 
view, but in a direct courſe upon the moſt dangerous rocks, . 
or devouring quickſands; would we not certainly conclude, 
that he was acted by ſome unworthy motive? Would any 


man, in the firſt caſe, caſt the blame on the ſoil or the climate, 


when he ſaw the neighbouring grounds ſmiling with plenty? 
Or, in the ſecond, on the winds and tide while other ſhips 


were ſailing into the harbour with a proſperous gale? In.like 


manner; if there be, with relation ta our moſt important 
concerns, any ſuch thing as truth; and if it be diſtinguiſhed 
from error by ſufficient evidence; what elſe can hinder a di 
lgent inquirer from obtaining the poſſeſſion of it, but fome 


eriminal bias that turns him out of his road? the indulgence 


of ſome prejudice, which is inconſiſtent with the freedom of 
his inquiry ? Is truth ſo ungratefub a ſoil, as to diſappoint the 


labours of the moſt induftrious, honeſt, 50 careful cultiva- 
tor thereof? more treacherous than, the winds and waves are, 


to De as expoſe themſelves to their mercy ? On the contra 
| | B 2 ry, 


* 1 Tim. vi. 3,4, . Jobo viii. 37. 
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trary, does pot the common ſenſe of mankind readity-dfſeny 2 
to what is expreſly aſſerted by the wiſe man? ¶ thaw incline 
thine ear unto wiſdons, and apply thing heart to underſtands 
ine: Tea, if thay erieſt after knowledge,” and kfte/tup thy 
uoice for underſtanding; I thou; ſeckeſtrher-as ſilver, and 

| fearcheſt for ber as for hid treaſures; Then ſhalt thou under». | 
ſtand the fear of the:Lord; and find the knowtedge-of God". 

Even tho! we ſhould not: hob recaurſe'to the goodneſs of 
God, and the expreſs promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt, who has decla - 
red. that, JF any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether 1 ſpeak of myſelf $1 
Yer is it not likely that what is true, muſt have have a more 
probable appearance atleaſt to an unbiaſſed underſtanding, than 
that which-is not true ? That as truth muſt needs have a real 
foundation in the nature of things, which error cannot have, 
the firſt muſt be moſt obvious to an attentive mind, that was 
not prepoſſeſſed with ſome prejudice againſt it, acaſy which 1 * | 
too common in the preſent ſtate of mankind. ' *Y 5 
Indeed, if there was noctiterion, whereby the abe ; 
truthconcerning our everlaſting intereſts could be diſtinguifh+ - 
ed from the oppoſite error; or, if it was accompanied with 
no evidence; then, 'Fconfels, the blame of men's miſting ir 
in their ſearches, muſt be laid, not upon themſelves, but 
where wicked men, I believe, would gladly lodge it, upon the 
Author af their beings.” But, if this were the caſe ; to what 
purpoſe did the gentlemen, whoſe vindication the Obſervatory 
| has undertaken, engage in the purſuit of ſo mere a chimaera ? 
Why does any man write, who is ſenſible that there is no fuf- 

+ Keittit evidence to be produced for 'what he adyances? And 
whatever Any « of the Qbſervator's friends may imagine, can he 
think, that the general aſſembly of the church of Scetland is 
diſpoſed to admit ſuch a reflection upon that God, whoſe mi- 

„ piers. they have the honour to bear the character of, and 
"that in the very buſineſs of religious truth? Nay, if this were 
the caſe, what would become of his own pompous encomium- 
upon freedom of enquiry Where would be the advantage of 
« 8 s being ever fo well qualities to hunt after a thing. 

__ that 
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dba is 3 J Or that, if he ſhould happen de Naht 
upon it, could nat he diſtioguiſhed fi am things of he moſt op» - 
poſite qualities? How can it poſlibly he known, whether i. 
ſtianity, and the: Refarmation are bleſſings to mankind?:. By 


what means, an ſuch a ſuppoſition can he be Gatisficd that 


they are right things, or indeed that they are wrong either 
Error, in all things unlike to truth, is extremely inconſiſtent 


the only ground they have for this complaint, is, that God, 
in great wiſdom, has ſeen fit to furniſi the fundamental truths 
of religion, juſt, wich that preciſe degree/of evidence which is 
moſt highly proper; the very degree of it, which alone could 
make theirunbelief criminal, and which occaſions the blame of = 


it to lie at their door. They inſiſt for demonſtration; or fuck o- 


verpowering evidence, as would cut off all occaſion of cavil, 
and obviate every objection. But God, who is infinitely wiſs 
er, ſees that this would be a very improper degree of evidenee 
for a ſtate of iriab and probation; as well as unſuitable to his 
delign, of ſuffering ſome notoriousoffenders to periſh in thett 
own folly-and wickedneſs, and to be made aeg mane 
ments of his juſtice and diſpleaſure. 

The eſſential and moſt important truths both of waived ai 
revealed religion, have juſt ſuch a degree of evidence, as ferves | 
to diſtinguiſh different characters, and try the good of bad diſ- 
poſitions af men, by the reception they meet with i fuch a de. 
gree of it, as is abundantly ſufficient for the ſincere, honeſt, 
unprejudleed inquirer; and, at the ſame time, Hort of 4] 
is neceſſary to force convittion upon thoſe who are not diſ- 
poſed toreceive it, or biaſſed with inveterate prejudice againſk 
it. It has always given entire ſatisfaction, nor 6nly to the 
good, well · dĩſpoſed ſoul, but to the wifeſt and ſagacious, in 
all ages, yea to the firſt-rate genius s, that have appeared 12771 
rarely, as a ſort of prodigies, at times when knowledge 
learning, when arts and ſciences were cultivated to the ut- 
moſt, ſuch as Socrates, Plato, Cicero, &c. as to natural religi · 
on; Grotius, Locke, Newton, Milton, Addiſon, &c. as to re- 
vealed religton; While the minuti * the conceited 

little 


with. itſelf -/Unbelievers are apt ta complain for want of ei. 
dence, when they are reproached with their unbelief And yer 


Tu) 88 


little Sceptics with as much learning, as to get nequalntance | 
| with objections, and without penetration or inclination e- 


nough, to get over them, are never left altogetherdeſtitute of 


difficulties to exerciſe their inferior talents upon. And tho', 
in their own views of things, tis impoſſible to aſſign a ſingle 
reaſon that will bear telling, for their troubling the reſt of the 
world with their objections; yet there are few of them able 


to ſtand the temptation which this affords of diſplaying their 
ewn depth and acuteneſs in detecting the miſtakes which ſoma 


ny great men have had the ſimplicity to labour under. While 
the one opens a well-diſpoſed mind, to embrace with pleaſure, 
the grand, the ſublime, and intereſting truths, and ſuffers the 
evidence thereof to come home, with its full force and ener- 
gy, upon a kindred ſoul, delighted and raviſhed with the noble 
and generous proſpea: The narrow views of the other are 


fixed upon, and, as tis fit, are detained with the difficulties 


that occur. While the bright evidence of truth ſhines with 
luſtre into the bottom of a mind, cleared of that duſt which 


is apt to be raiſed by unſubdued paſſions, and irrational appe - 
tites or affections; the attention of a Sceptic is diverted from 
this agreeable view, by the deceitful glare of objections, which 


are permitted, for a juſt puniſhment of their enmity to truth 


and goodneſs, to perplex and bewilder them, like the — ä 
Milton, 


Who find no end in wandring mazes loſt. 
For, if we may allude to the words of another Poet, 

Errors, like ſtraws, upon the ſurface flow, 
He who would ſearch for pearl, muſt dive below. 


And, how could the matter have been more wiſely contriv- 
ed? That there ſhould be evidence ſufficient to ſatisfy any 


reaſonable man, any! fair and ſerious inquirer; and yet not e- 


nough to ſpoil the virtue of our aſſent, and to confound the 


characters of men. It is highly fit and proper, that the truths, 


even of natural religion itſelf, like thoſe of the goſpel, ſhould. 


be, as an inſpired Apoſtle expreſſes it, to the one, the ſavour 
of death unto death; and to the other, the favour of life un- 


to life*, That the objections which are raiſed againſt the 
truths of ee, while they are nat able, in a compari- 
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fon with the evidence that accompanies them, to retard- the 
motion of an honeſt mind toward an union with its congeni- 
al truth, ſhould, however, prove a ſtumbling block,” over 
which/an enemy might fall and periſh. | F 5 
Truth is one of the moſt valuable poſſeſſions, 9 great- 
ly to promote the advantage and felicity of him-who' buys 
and ſells it not. And therefore God has not thought it meet, 
that acceſs to it ſhould lie open to every one that has rendred 
himſelf unworthy of ſo noble an acquiſition ; particularly by an 
inexcuſable diſaffection to it. What more reaſonable conſtitu- 
tion, then, could there have been, than its tendency to meet. 
him who loves it, and to fly from him who hates it? For which 
reaſon, we frequently find, in that ſtandard of truth to a Chri- 
ſtian, I mean the Bible, a ſpirit of error and deluſion menti- 
oned, as a juſt puniſhment inflifted, upon thoſe who are not 
diſpoſed to embrace the truth. This was the cauſe of that dark-' 
neſs that overſpread the Pagan world. And even as they did 
not lite, ſays the Apoſtle, to retain Cod in their knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind v. This was likewiſe 


the reaſon of that thick and ſurprizing miſt of ignorance and 


error, which ſo long covered the face of the Antichriſtian 
church. Even him whoſe coming is after the working of Sa- 
tan, with all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with 
all decei veableneſi of 'unrighteouſueſs in them that periſhz 
BECAUSE they received not the love of the truth that they 
might be ſaued. And FOR THIS CAUSE God ſpall ſend 
them ſtrong deluſion that they ſhould believe a lie 4. And for 
theſame reaſon it is; that iz the laſt days, perilous times ſhall 
come, when men off corrupt minds Hall be reprobate contern- 
ing the faith, ever learning, and never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, becauſe as Jannes and Fambres withſtood 
Mefes, fo do theſe alſo RESIST the truth. For the time wilt 


come when they will not endure ſound doctrine. And they fhall | 
turn away _ Ears - ond the truth, and oe be * un 


to fables 9. 
But, of all the laflinces upon 0 of error en the pen 


* effect of prejudices againſt the truth, that of the Jewiſh | 
nati- 
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nations ietbe — and the moſt ſtriking. hots 
| ces againſt the truths of the goſpel, and the ſpiritual 
nature of Chriſt's kingdom, were ſo violent, and ſo obſtinate- 
ly indulged, that even he, who. was the; light. of the world, 
was thereby. provoked to cover the precious truths which he 
clearly revealed to the more impartial and unprejudiced, with 
ſuch a wail as, he knew, they would not be able to penetrate 
thro. Aud be ſaid, Windo you it is given to kiiow the myſte> 
5 nies the kingdom of Cod; but. to others in parables; that 
ſeeing they might not ſee, and hearing they might not under 
fend +, © He who will inſiſt, (as a late writer comments on 
_ *:this-text) that the words do neceſſarily imphy a punichment 
in judgment, rather than in mercy; ſhall not be contended 
te with by me; ſo little reaſon do I think we have to ſtand our; 
from the apprehenſion of its impinging; on the moral attri 

e butes of God; Be it then a puniſtiment in judgment. T6 
* ſuppoſe no ſuch for long {lighted grace, is ming the high» 
© eſt benefit the cheapeſt-and the vileſt: and if we ſuppoſe 
« auy, the moſt adequate ſeems to be the loſs of that-which 
had been long and impiouſly abuſed . And this is what 
ought the rather to be attended to by us; ſeeing that devors 
ed people ſeem to be ſet up, in the juſt and Ae judg⸗ 
ment of God, for a ſtanding example, and laſting monument} 
hy way of warning to the reſt of the world, in this particu- 
lar reſpect. This dreadful judgment of God, to uſe the 
& words. of the ſame writer, ſtill continues to operate with 
ic unremitted vigour. For, as in civil tribumals, which ate 
« wont, in the caſe of more atrocious.criminals;whoſe death 
© but half ſatisfies the demands of juſtice, to doom the lifeleſs 
& carcaſs to be gibetted up in terror, and expoſed to the ſighi 
% n the ſurvivers, ſo ĩt hath pleaſed eternal juſtice to act, in 
its diſpoſition of the remains of this unhappy nation, & 
And is it to be ſuppoſed, that ſo good a being as God, will 
de more juſt in puniſhing hatred of truth, than gracious in 
rewarding the love of it, with the gratification of ſo rational 
an appetite, and ſo acceptable to himſelf? On the contraxy, 
. are rde by Solomon, that knowledge" is eaſy te him that 
hath 
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5273 n #. i. e. as I apprehend it, to him that can 


truly think with freedom, freedom from the worſt of tyrants, 
2 man's own corrupt luſts, and ſinful affections; whoſe infe- 


rlour appetites, and lower paſſions are hot ſo far triumphant 


in their rebellion, as to uſurp the place of the underſtanding, 


und turn it down from chat high rank of ſupreme goyern- 


ment in the ſoul, that is its right, and that it bad in the ori- 
ginal conſtitution of man, But if this be. A true ſtate of the 
matter, is it not obvious, to every Chriſtian at laſt, how lit- 
tle reaſon unbelievers -have to boaſt of the Feeder of their 


quarry i 


Freedom uf thaught, however, and erroneous ſpeculations are, 


it ſeems, in the Obſervator's opinion, ſomewhat a-kin, if nagt 


ſynonimbus terms. Tbe proper objects, ſays he, af cenſure 
and reproof, are not freedom of thought, but licentiouſneſs 
* of action, not errfancous ſpeculations, hut crimes pernici- 
* ous to ſociety. And in the ſame paragraph, he grants, that 
r it may have publiſſied ſome errors to the world could 
venture to lay any wager, if the geutleman would condeſcend 
40 define his terms, that he, and I, have not the ſame ideas 
to this expreſſion, freedom of thought. For, that an honeſt, 
diligent, and impartial inquiry, unbiaſſed by any wrong affec- 
' tion:(which/is my-notion of it) would lead a· man into errors 
of infinite importance in the eternal concerns of his ſoul, Im 
confident, he will not pretend today. If it were fo, Areedom 
0 thought would have no advantage over prejudice. On the 
contrary, it would be! better, in ſome caſes, to be withour it. 


Whatever it be that he underſtands by it, he thinks © it has 
0 undoubtedly. heen · the ſource. from whence many bleſſings 
. have flowed upon mankind.“ In a word, it is free inquiry 
Alone, he! tells us, to which we owe. Chriſtianity, the reforma- 


tion, anũ the preſent eſtabliſhment of the church of Scotland. 

If it were not for the concluſion which the gentleman had 
in his view, and for the ſake of which he aſeribes theſe bleſ- 
"ings to. freedom of thought, one would tbe tempted to think 


achat, in-his-premiles at leaſt, he uſes the terms in the ſame 
Nan that F gn Tg chat he. was of. 0 HY the diſ- 
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covery of truth is the true effe& of 4 fair, n 5 5 
quiry. But if he be ſtriftly kept to this ſenſe, and obliged (by, 
What he may. poſlibly, rake for an ungentlemany-rigour).to 
uſe the terms in the ſame ſenſe, when he comes to the con- 
cluſion; how will he get them to ſerve the cauſe of his friends 
erroneous ſpeculations ? The point which he has in view all 
the while. For, it ſeems, the ſame noble principle (we muſt 
take words without ideas, till gentlemen ſubmit to the drud- 
gery of defining them) has, in the Obſervator's opinion, en- i 
tered into David Hume Ey; and having, perhaps, already ex · 
hauſted all its bleſſings, or, like the ſea, when it has flowed to 
its heighth, ebbing as faſt back again, by him preſents the | 
world with the direct reverſe of all theſe bleſſings, and teaches | 
us, that the former eſtabliſhment was preferable to the pre- 
ſent, Popery to the Reformation, and Heatheniſm to Chriſti» | 
anity. Yet, becauſe of the bleſſings it has formerly produ- 
ced, we mult take it, it ſeems, for better for worſe, and let 
the good effects of it atone for the bad ones. 
- It has been a common opinion, among the neceſſity gentle- | 
men, as well as others, that the ſame preciſe cauſes will always 
produce the ſame preciſe effects. But how the ſame cauſe that 
once produces Chriſtianity and the Reformation, comes now 
to have the very contrary effects; this is the myſtery. How - 
ever, as the Obſervator, tho above any logical preciſion, muſt 
certainly have perceived ſome: connexion or other between 
his ideas, tho' perhaps too ſubtile for a plain Chriſtian at firſt 
view, I have been caſting about, to try if I could light upon 
it. And, after all, tis impoſſible for me to make any thing of 
it, upon ſuppoſition that he, and I, all ;along, annex the ſame 
_ "ideas to the ſame terms. But if, by free-thinking, he means, an 
 #tch of novelty, (as, I ſhrewdly ſuſpe&, he does) I verily: be- 
lieve, it will unravel the whole myſtery. For my part, I can- 
not think of any other way that his argument could have 
- proceeded in his own mind, but this. Free-thinking Li. e. 
- an itch of novelty] loves revolutions. . Chriſtianity, the re- 
Formation, &c. were, at the time they were brought about, 
- conſiderable revolutions. They maſt, therefore, have been, 
; then, great — as Te" _ not but gratifie this noble 


itch. 
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lab But now, | Popery, Heatheniſm, &c. ws de 35-great” 


revolutions... And therefore they muſt, neu, be equally grear- 


bleſſings to the world. And ſo our friend ſquire Hume, that 
elegant writer, muſt needs, in tracing all theſe ſteps directly 


backward, have been acted by the ſame noble principle, and 


deſerves the ſame. encouragement with the former inſtruments 
of the ſame ſyrt of bleſſings.· If we ſhould try to affix any 
other idea to the term free-thinking, I cannot ſee. what uſe, 
could be made of it in the preſent argument. For, if it was a 
freedom from eriminal prejudices, an honeſt, and ſincere love 


of, and diligent inquiry after truth, that opened the way for 


Chriſtianity and the Reformation; how could the ſame diſpo- 


ſitions lead back again to Popery and Heatheniſm ? Or, if Chri- 


| Riavity and the Reformation were bleſſings, becauſe of their 

conformity to truth; is it poſſible that Popery and Heathen- 

iſm can be bleſſings too, upon the ſame account? 

J To illuſtrate the force and juſtneſs of this ſort of ene 

with Chriſtian, clergymen, and to ſhow what advantage ma 

be made of general, indefinite terms, by a little ſleight of A 
in ſhufling ideas; let us ſuppoſe an inconſcionable quack ſpread- 


ing doſes of poiſon, over a country, and murdering as many \ 


people as bave the ſimplicity to take bis drugs. And when tbe 
public indignation is riſen againſt him; ſuppoſe a ſagacious Ob- 
ſervator endeavours to.quell their reſentment by ſome. ſuch 
| harangue as the following. © Good people, you are in a groſs 

{miſtake todecry the gentlemen af the faculty. Phyſicians are 
« "the, ſources from whence many bleſſings have flowed upon 


mapkind, I could give you manyan inſtance wherethe whlng 0 


5 of drugs have ſaved mens lives. And therefore, 
4 ters of them deſerve, Laſſure you the publick : 


| « and all attempts to infringe ſo valuable 4 pffyilege, 180 
| 1 © be regarded with « concern by a all reale oy, 


ing him the principles, of. relis Lion, Vir tue, and learning, mage it 
2 "is buſineſs to. gebauch the. oy! in his morgleand principles, q 
5 lead him. into idleneſs 1 
13 innocence of pro ty, xv horedom, drunkenneſs, &c. Would 
Arbip | FE Mops! to > Hd his family of filth. a nuiſance, mould 
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ent; 
ſt ever 


9 ble men.“ Or ſuppoſe 
5 a gentleman had got a tutor to Bis fen, who inſtead of Ne- AN 


he 


7 


| ng” gaming, and e him of the is 


* 
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be be told, u eld ere ani steg Tat necks greitly dev 


© ceived; if he Is not ſenſible of the advantage of education, and 
that Tifors have often done great ſervice to their pupils? 
Thus, however, the argument ſtands in the Obſeruatenr. 


cchriſtianity, the Reformation, and Guy preſent eſtabliſn- 


ment iu the church of Scotland, are great bleſſings, and it was 
_ 4 noble principle from whence they flowed, THEREFORE 


they wh6 endeavour to rob us of theſe bleſſitigs, and counterace 


the laudable inſtruments of them, muſt certainly deferve al) 
manner of encouragement, and all attempts to ifnffinge fo va- 
luable a privilege muſt ever be eee e eee en 


reaſonable men. 


Before 1 have done wich © that maſter Reste; the IN“ 
' NOCENCE OF ERROR,” as Mr. Warburton ſpeaks in 


the above cited ſermon, let me obſerve with Him, chat the Chri- 


ſtian religion is diſtiogulthed from falſe religions, as well as from 
cotruptions of the true, particulatly in relpect of the ſtreſs that 
js thetelt laid upon the knowledge and belief of the truth, and 


the neceſſity thereof in order to the hallneſs and hoppineRs of 


mankind, The publick teachers among the ancient Heathens, 
2/22, the prieſts, and philoſophers, had inbibed froth one*anc- 


ther very inveterate prejudices concerting the communication 
of truth to the people. The prieſts wrapt every thing about 


Vith myſtery, and carefully ſequeſtred the doctrine of religion 


from common eyes. The fame incommunicable ſpirit prevait- 


cee in the ſchools of the ph phers, who even entred into ſo- | 
vn engagements of ſecrecy, and kept their knowledge von- 
bie within the limits of their own ſect or profeſſion. In fike 
: manger che Phariſees in our Saviour's time, Bad taken a+ © 
boa ihe key Tf nowledge from the people, whereby, he tells 
| them, they ſhit uf the kingdom of heaven againſt men}. And 
ve know who have done the ſame thing among Chriſtians, main» 
raining, that ignoranc? is the mother of devotion. With all theſe, 


our preſent infidels do greatly {ymboliſe, who think it a matter 


olf very great indifference, what opinions people have, about 

the moſt important and moſt eſſential articles of religion, and 
that errer is as friendly tothe eternal a of! * as truth, 

Where, 
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Whereas the üg of ne oc fe the matter upon a 

footing that mull. evidently appear, at the. very firſt view, ing. 

Fs a rational, and more con formable to the original con- 
ſtitution of mm DAture, i in which the underſtahging has the 


rank of the ng faculty, He who if the truth promiſes to 
biz, diſciples, that they (ball know the, truth, and "db TRUTH 
ſball male then free $, to bring them to ſalvation thro' the be. 
4e the truth f., And therefore he expreſly enjoined nis A- | 
poſtles, to teach a{l nations I, and enumerates it amovg the 
proofs. of, his. being the true Meſſi, ab, the light of the world, 

that even the. poor, had the ge(pe! preached to them f. And, as 
the obligation upon every private Chriſtian to ſearch the Scrip- 
fures **, and to graw in knowledge *4, is unqueſtionable; ſo it 
banglways. been An, eſſential paft of the Chriſtian diſcipline, to 
inſtruct every indiyidual in the doctrines of religion, and eren 
to require ſome zecount of their knowledge thereof, before 
they be emitted to the participation of the e which 
may ſerve to account for the. ſtreſs chat is, by Chritlany, is 

upon ſoundweſs of belief. 
As Thave, all along however, ſpe pcken only of the moſt impor 
' tant and eſſential doctrines of Chriſtianity, I bope no body will 
be led, by what has been ſaid, to apply the above Scripture de- 
trine concerning truth and error, to every truth, and every error 
that has a relation to religion. The e/ential doctrines of it, 36 
they muſt be ſuppoſed to be cloathed with ſuffcient evidence; 
(otherwiſe the reflection would land upon God himſelf) ſo they 
are intimately oonnected wich the practice of religion; and there- 
fore the belief of them may wellbe made the teſt of an honeſt, 
well-diſpoſed mind, and the diſbelief of them, a certain indica- 
tion of prejudice, bartl or ſlothfulneſs. At the ſame ii time, 
even upon the ſubject of religion, many a truth, doubtlels, there 
may be, either concerning the manner of things, which it is pot 
neceſſarꝝ for us to know, or eoncerning circumftantials, that do 
not directly affect the condition of ſalvation ; which as God has 
not given us the ſame light about, and as miſtakes about them 
do not 1 zecell; uy 2 2 eee or lead to ye 

_ tran 
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tranſgreſion of the commands of God; fo we may be net 
nocently ignorant of, or miſtaken about them. With reſpect 
to theſe, the rule of Chriſtianity, and indeed of common ſenſe, 


| bs: Him that is weak in the faith, receive you, but not to 


doubtful diſputations. Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him that 
eateth not, and. let not bing that eateth not, Judge hi him that eat: 
eth "os * 

N man can be more Ailpolet than I am; if rde not very 
far miſtake myſelf, to extend the exerciſe of forbearance, and 
charity, to whatever does not directly affect the very vitals 


and ſubſtance of religion. But I wiſh, ſome, even in the charac- \ 


ter of Chriſtian clergymen, had not ſuffered themſelves to be 
impoſed upon by the writings of unbelievers, and thereby led 
to miſplace, and apply to the moſ? fundamental articles'of re- 
Tigion, that juſt moderation, which the Scripture enjoins, and 


| which is allowed by good men to be due, in the caſe of ſmal- 


ler.differences among Chriſtians, about the lefs neceſſary, and 
leſs plain ſpeculations and circumſtantials of it. I own, it is a 
ſuſpicion of this, that infidelity is regarded with fo favourable 
an eye, even among profeſſed Chriſtians, and that fo little ſtreſs 
is, by many, even of this character, laid upon faith, where the 
Seripture evidently lays ſo much, that has drawn from me ſo 
Full a diſcuſſion of this matter, And tho? it may be very dif- 
ficult to draw the line preciſely between eſſentials, and non- 
eſſentials, there are, doubtleſs, for all that; fome things that 
may, obviouſly, and indiſputably, be ranked? in the firſt claſs. 
Tho ĩt may be impoſſible ta perceive the preciſe moment when 


_ day- light begins to dawn; no body can he at a loſs to pro- 


nounce it day when the ſun is ſhining in his eyes. In like 
manner, how uncertain ſoever we may be; about the neceſſity 
and i importance of ſome truths i in religion, it is, nevertheleſs, 


obvious at firſt view, that the doctrines repreſented in the 4. 
©  nalyſis, are inconſiſtent with the very eſſentials of all religion. 


II. This leads me to the ſecond branch of the argument. 
For, the Obſervator, in the paragraph referred to, pretty plain- 
I inſinuates as if he took the opinions in queſtion to be of the 
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1% che morals of mon.” I have —— preyented 275 upon 
dis port of the ſubject. It was the buſineſs,of my firſt letter 
to point out the immoral tendency of that doctrine of; Sep be ray 
which the-Obſervator has both denyed, and defended, And 


till once ſome reply be made to what has been already fad. it 6 


would. be ſuperfluous to enter much farther into, this ar 
ment. But in good earneſt, \ what can the gentleman, 105 
an by ſuch an aſſertion? I would fain know how it is 2 
ble to make a mare direct attack upon morals ?. Can it never 
impair the morals of men, to perſuade them, that, when they 
ave committed fifty murders, robberies, adulteri, 5 erjuries, 
. the ſupreme Being is not, in the leaſt, offended t erewith: 
that, as he knows better, than to blame them for it; fo i it 
would be a piece of arrant folly, for them to be Aeg with. . 
themſelves upon. that account ? For my own part, I am half” 
aſhamed to be catched ſaying even a ſentence or two, upon 2 
thing the evidence of which is intuitive. I know not. but « our 


infidels will put us next upon proving, that a part, is leſs than 
the whole, Sure I am, if a thief was lurking about my houſe, 
who of himſelf had a violent inclination to do miſchief, but was 
ſomewhat apprehenſive of the conſequence j it would be no 
very kind office in any neighbour, to exhauſt all his rhetoric 
in endeayouring to perſuade the fellow, that he had no reaſon 


at all to be afraid, that the judges now had a quite different 
view of ſuch things from what they were wont to have, that 


he could' aſſure him, not one ofthem would be, in the leaſt, 


diſpleaſed; nay, that no wiſe man would ever think a bit the 


worſe of him, tho he ſhould plunder all that I had, and mur- 
der me and my whole family to boot. —If I ſhould catch a 


f neighbour at this kind office ; ſuppoſe he had the aſſurance 10 


tell me, that ſuch metaphyſical diſputes may perplex the un. 
« derſtandings, but. never can impair the. morals of men: 


would this be any thing better, than adding inſult and mocke- 
ry to miſchief and injury? _ 


Indeed, as nothing can well be conceived to be more are 
ly levelled againſt the morals of mes. than the doctrine of ne- 
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ez}firy, us Ae 6 Jepho; Leannot e een 
in this aſſertion, means any thing that has a peculiar reſpect to 
this particular dodtrine, but is only inſiſting on what his friend 
his inculcatsd in ſeveral paſſages of his Es, namely, that 
the morals: br aftions of men arenot at all affected by their prin-' 


ciples, or opinions, in getreral, be what they wilt. By the by, 


may not an eſtimate be formed, of our pretended free-thinkery 
love to truth, from the degree of their eſteem for it, thut is 
every where apparent in their writings ? They ſeem to thi J 
it has no prerogative above error, no eriterlon to diſtinguiſh 
it, ot to enable us to obtain the poſſeſſion of it, and when we 
ate in poſſeſſion of it, that we have no advantage thereby, el 
cher in reſpett of holineſs or happinefs, and chat a man has as 
good a chance to behave well under the-moft fundamental ers 
ror, as under the cleareſt views of important trurhs, thete be · 


ing no danger of being miſled by error, in auy of our actions. 


Hence the fympathetic concern, they are ſo frequently diſcs- 
vering for erroneous ſpeculations ; and that, 'inftead of en- 
deavouring to increaſe the number of truths enjoyed by thetn> 
felves or others, their principal aim is only to difpolleſs us of 
what has been regarded in that light. Upon Uhis account, they 


have been, uſually and juſtly, denominated, not believers. of 
any thing, but #nfidels, or unbelievers. Accordingly, the value 


they would be thought to have for Freedom of imuiry, with- 
out any reaſon that can eaſily be aſſigned, is nat upon account 


| . Hs 5 of the connexion it has with truth, or becauſe it is a fure guide 8 
wh to that noble acquiſition, but abſolutely independent i of any 


ſuch relation, or whether it lead us to truth, or to erroneou 


Peculations. So that tis more than probable, if ever their 


unwearied labours ſhall be crowned with ſo much ſucceſs, as 


ta drive Chriſtianity out of this iſland, that the knowledge and 


* 


learning, which evidently diſtinguiſhes Chriſtendom from 


other part of the globe, tho they, in the mean time, avail them- 
ſelves thereof, in their ungrateful oppoſition of that religion, 
would ſhare the fame' fate, and be baniſhed along with its pa - 


rent: and that for a very plain and obvious reaſon, viz. that 
no other inſtitution lays ſuch a ſtreſs upon the knowledge and 
"TR of the truth. But if true free-thinking is really nothing 
elſe, 
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Ale, bor an impartial love of iruth; and if nothing can be tru · 


y loved, that is not efteemed, i it is eaſy to infer, how ground» 8 
ſeſs their pretenſions are to freedom. of thought. i 


12 A „ 


As to the influence of a man's opinions upon bis — 
1 was ſo elearly demonſtrated i ina letter, publiſhed in the ma- 
gazine for April 1753, that I ſhall only refer the reader to it, 
Aill ſome reply is made to what was there adya nced. But as 
dhe appeal! is, by the Obſervator, made to Chriſtians, Jet us a- 
gain conſult the Bible, and there we will find, inſtead of that 

| independency, which the gentleman aſſerts, (for he proves no- 
hing, nor attempts to do it) that, on the contrary, the ſtrict- 
teſt and moſt indiſſoluble connection i is always maintained be⸗ 
teen the perſuaſions of the underſtanding, and the morals of 
the heart and life. Faith is ee declared in the word 
.of God, to be the true and the on 


1 principle of good, works. 
or of right morals. Without faith, the ſcripture aſſures us, it is 
-Smpofſible to pleaſe God *. It is faith that is ſaid to purifie our 


Hearts f. We are ſaid to be /andified by faith t, to be ſancti- 
ed through the. truth l. It is knowing the truth that makes us 
Free indeed h. Tbis, lays the Apoſtle John, is the victory that o- 
vercometh the world, even our faith. For this Am good 
-morals are called the obedience of faith u, and the work of 
faith . Upon this account, faith is repreſented as the beſt 
defence againſt temptations to wickedneſs, as the ſhield of 
Faith *, and the brea/tplate of faith *$. And, not to multiply 
quotations that might be added to the ſame purpoſe, the holy 
Actions of good men are all aſcribed by the Apoſtle in the uth 
chap. of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, to the influence of their 
Faith, their faith; particularly, of a future retribution, 
And indeed ät muſt be extremely obvious to the reaſon of 
| mankind, that, upon the removal of this grand principle, we 
| would be deprived of the chief motive to a good and holy 
life.” For he that cometh to God muſt believe that he is, and 
| that he i is a rewarder of them that Aligenth n hin adds And 
In 15 450 25 E 1 L * n FL) * f i 5} b tis 
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enen a phyſical neceſſity, Guse ken ery 
to be the neceſſity maintained) leaves no room for either r& 


wards'or punifhments. So that if ever the very ſubſtance, and 
eſiitials of all religion have been, or can be directiy attacked ; 
they ſarely have been by Sopho. For all religion its, and muſt be 
founded upon man's being an accountable creature. A ſtone; or 
a ſtick is, evidently, as capable of religion as he, if he be adted up- 
vn dy the ſame fort of neceſſity as they are. It would be 
abſurd to talk of a future judgment to the hills and mountains, 
and to their inhabitants, if the one were as irreſiſtibiy deter- 
mined in all their actions, as the other; if the laſt could nd 
their barrenneſs in good works, than the rſt, when 
parched by a drought, their barrenneſs in graſs, or corn. Re. 
pentance, which is the very beginning of good morals, would 
— evidetitly, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition, be a groſs abſurdity. In- 
tee the Whole of revealed as well as of natural religiot 
. ly the ſatisfaction made to divine juſtiee for the ſins of 
wen, by the ſacrifice of the Son of God, does ſo plainly ſuppoſe 
the dreadful, the uncoucei vable evil of fin, and the high dif 
plexfure of God againſt it, that it is not eaſy, upon this occaſi- 
Sa, to avoid noticing the ſingular effrontery that is neceſſary 
th order to make it a queſtion, whether the maintaining the 
Innocency of kn, and irs Inoffcaſiveneſs to the ſupreme Being, 
dots not overturù the whole, of whatever has been called re- 
Ugion, to the very foundations: 
III. Let us next proceed to oohſider he ocher precence, jap» 
bn which he would perſuade the church of Scotland to wink 
at fo direct an attack upon che very foundations, not only of 
Ehriſtianity, but of all religion, namely, that their-cenſuring 
of fuch doctrines, would be an infringement of the privilege 
of free-thinking ; and that erroneous n are not * 
proper object of therr cenſire. 
If cenfuring the teachers of fuch as was an infringe- 
ment of ſo valuable a privilege,. I ſhould be the laſt man to 
| lead for it. But what will become of this argument, if infi- 
delity, inſtead of being free-thinking, is a formal and certain 
_ Indication of the contrary, and if church REY is no i 
met of chat privilege? 
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thoſe, at leaſt, who have not renounced their faith in the ſcripe 

ture, that whatever would be infringed by cenfuring-unbe: | 
hevers, it is, by no means, the privilege of free-thinking. 
But, aſter all, ſuppoſe our infidels were really freer-thinkers. 
than, tis certain, they are; whayinfringement can any church 
cenſure be of this valuable privilege, when ics Ane 
cori to the rules of the goſpel + ?! 

_ Iris well known that, in Scotland; excommunication, which 
is the higheſt church cenſure, does not, in the leaſt degree, af- 
ſect a man either in his eſtate, or in the liberty, or ſafery of bia 
berſon, or in any temporal pyivilege, which he enjoys in come. 

mon with other ſubjecta, a3 a member of the civi} cmmunĩty. 
And, for my part, I take this opportunity: to profeſs, my joy. 
that it is ſo. As the kingdoms of Chriſt is nos of this world * |, 
o the government of it ought to be entirely of a /piritual na: 
ture. And eyery mixture of temporal dominipn, or of out- 
yard force and violence, as it cannot, poſſibly, have any goods 
,<teQ, and muſt, if it „* any thing, make men hypoerites, 
"Ftake to be a relick of Atichriſſis kingdom. But while this ia 
the caſe, the utmaſt that an infidel can ſuffer, hy the higheſt 
cenſure of this church, is only,. to he as formally ſeparated, 
From. the. Chriſtian ſociety, as he was ance incorporated there. 
ag excluded from the ſpiritual privileges, that axe pecu : 
to, and n only be truly and ſincerely valued by thoſe. 
a of our religion. - In a ward, it is nothing elſe, but a 
of the ſociety, excluding them from communion with 
them as Chriſtians, in fuch things only aan honeſt man would. 


Ede himſelf from, 
of the privitege. of froe-thivhiog 2 


Is this an infringement 
How happy. would the primitive Chriſtians have been; how 
higbly wauld they have efteemed-fuch freedom. in the choice 

of their religion, had they ſuſſpred no other ſort of perfecuti- 
exerciſe of their q religion, hut liberty likewiſe. to.mpygn 
IE Cog Sanger e Parſons, 
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ks cies Without excluding them, even From 't the high heft of. 
fices of dyn mapiſtracy, and'o fly inſiſted for a Fiberty x to them. 


ſelves, of obſerving the rules of their own' religion, "withou 
being obliged to admit impertinent, officious, and incorfiſten 
. Chriſtians," to eat of their "acrifices, and partake of their mo 
facred myſteries, whenever they had a mind; | Day, to hold 
prieſtly offices'among them; and give their vote in the manage- 
ment of their religious concerns, as Jews or Heut hens ? How 
happy had our reformers been, how highly had they prized 
ſuch liberty, had the church of Rome made no other encroach-* 
ment on it, but by excluding them from their maſs, their a 
doration of the hoſt, and of ſaints, images Gb, and From ea 
ting in their councils ? In a word, from nothing, but bet er 
very Proteſtant, who was ſincere in his profeſſion, and had, 10 
reality; any religion at all of his own, was thereby led to re- 
nounce, and ſeparate from. Had this been the caſe, our pre. 
rented free-thinkers, in all probability, would not have been 
ſo well furniſhed with thoſe nervous and beautiful reaſonings' 
in behalf of liberty, which they ſo groſly miſtake, ahd abuſe by. 
their wild and unjuſt application of tem 

And here, I cannot help ſtopping a little, to obſerve the con. 
duct of our infidels, with feſpect to this topic of perſecution, 
whieh'they uſually affect to make a handle of, to the Preuss 
of religton; as if it was a fruit that could only grow upon that 

tree. It is well known, how far M. Bayle has carried the mat 

— who ſeemed to think that; if the citil government” of 3 
country was in the hands of ' Atheiſts,” it would be attend 
with this advantage, that n6 man would be perſecuted for res 
ligion. And, in imitation of him, every infidel ſeems to think? 
he has OtiHIMahity a at a viſible Alsdvantaßeß when 0 booches 
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- "Tis very true, that Chriſlonity lays ependhe e upor 
the beſief of the truth. This, we are very far from bein 
ſhamed to o.]. Nay, if the fall of man had not raiſed the 5 "4 
tal to che prejudice of the human faculties; it muſt have bees 
a recommèridatfon of it, to every rational creative. But "tis 


as true, that it lays no ſtreſs at all upon ſuch a pretended faith, 
as carnal * are capable of 0 ſome 
re * 
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i nnn exceſs oF jtal, and ir- 
religious ibn, dMuming the character of Chriſtians have much 


oftner broight that character under reproach; W#condda in- 
conſiſtent with it; 1 will 120 et ventürk to affirm, and undertake | 


to malntaln that, as true religion is abſolutely inespabke, and ut⸗ 
terly abtiorrene' of the crit that have been perpetrated up- 
gu that prbte kt, ſb tis certain in fact, that the higheſt rigours, 
and moſt  infibrtlan'barbarities, which are to be met with, in the 
odiqus hiſtör y df Perſecution; have really flowed N men 
that had nb religion at all, ar" were almoſt avowed Atheiſts 
and ififidels. A curſory glance over ſome of the möſt famous 
Perſecutions; will perhaps ſeł this matter in à light) that may 
happen not to be very familiar to ſome free-thitikers, who take 
things upon truſt from M. OPT 277 © UR6 2H 

Not to mettion Cain, the very firſt perſekutbt for elgiow : 
was it religion, or pride, that moved Haman to contrive that 
extenſiveſehetab of ervelty, wheteby the whole church of God 
was to Have been c eut off at one ſtroke? Was Antiochus Epi- 
pbunei d renigloniſtq who woe done the ſame thing to the 
temple of 'B5WM47s, that he did to that of Jeruſalem Were 
the Saudacbei, WEAR raiſed a perſeeution againſt Chriſtiani< 
ty; the greateſt believers, or rather were they not the pretend- 
ed vel. thinteri of that time Was Nero, and the other Ro- 
man empktvrs Who perſecuted the primitive Chriſtians with 
fuch'barbarous@velty, noted fte religion? Were ndt manq of 
the Popes; and of the court of Num who were the moſt bars 
barous perfeenters, Iikewiſ&infamous' for their infidelity 80 
as even to trample the croſs ſometimes under their feet, in con- 
tempt of that fable, as they called it, to which they owed their 
grandeur? Was not Leo X. a noted tnfidel 27 Pid not the em- 
peror Charles V keep the Pope à priſoner, While he cauſed 
prayers to de put up thro' all! his dominions for his liberty? 
And could ir be religion; or ambition, that prompted him to 
eruſh the Proteſtants of Germany? I might mention, among 
many other examples, the lords of the inquiſition, whoſe in- 
fidelity, in many inſtances, is no ſecret: One of the moſt eruel 
perſecutions hat modern Hiſtory affords; was that of the Pro- 
W 
2913 1 


4 
— — — 1 - 2 — l 
- 1 * . — ” 2 — +ab y - + 4. 4- - — - — s wy 2 _— 2 * Q * 

— . mme — * r — * -2 - — — — . — r — 7 . | « 
= 8 4 „ * A a 2 2 * — m 4 2 — 
r ns VE es IE et ar 3 W — gs watAo 1 — 3 — n 

. our ac Pot nn wif; | : * , p — : a — — - _ 
— — % 
* * 
7 
- 


—— — 


| 


CUE ITT VO — 
- 


— Ionn Wr CER  Ce eT 
- N — Jl * 


this N. Juden marks it, 55g * mftan 

from, being ſo. ſingular as he imagined) that, W 0 e 
vor Sera who: were the moſt aQive in in it, were, 
bigots in, religion, but rather a. ſort, of le eee Lewis, 
dilmifled.a father confeſfor out of his ſervice, PAR lun 


„Aud the Pope was inſulted bx him gt © arr 
time chat he perſecured the Proteſtants. jr ty pn 1 
Scotland, the ſevereſt perſecution, we have been expoſed to ſince, 
the Reformation, and wherein, the moſt barbarqus cruelties, 


were exerciſed, broke out upon the Reſtaration of king Charles, 


UI. Was be, were his chief inſtruments in thoſe tyrannical ha- 


barities, þigats in religion? Was not the king a noted infidel 
A free-thinker, and a free · liver ta Was the earl of Middleton 
any better? Qs that parliament, of his, who, tis ſaid, were 


conſtantly drunk, even when, gpagip —.— their perſecuting aws+ 
Was it zeal for-Epi the carl of Lauderdale, 
whoſe principles, if be had — Burnet tells us, were Preſ⸗ 
byterian to his dying day * And, to add no more to this cater. 
logue of cruel. perſecutora, any body who has bead the late hiv. 


ſtory publiſhed by David Hume Fig; will eafily perceive, na 


bony wy rr F everywhere diſcovers, of religion, apd 


the profeſſors, of it, and the piſchiefs he endeayouss.te load in 
with, but bx his approbatipn (nat. indeed of ,any diſceurager: 
meyt of Popery, in Bratain, but) gf the French coutt in theia 
per ſecution af. the Fratæſt ans, aud of the Kngliſh.gourt in per- 
becuting the Puritas, that he has nut the patienoę do wit, till the 


government be in the hands of profeſſed infidels, 2 
what we are then to expect at their hands. 

. reflechion pn ſuch facts, 25 Vell as od the paturg. of the 
thing, Imuſt own, did not 3 litile caiſe my indignation in 1746 


when the, Nacahites in oder to hill gur fears pf. perſecution, - 


aſleep, ſo often made inſinnstiong that the-young Pretender 
had np religion at all. My indigostion was chief at the 
Whigs who gave ſuch a reception to that argument a8 to en- 
courage the repeating of it, The very.argument which convin- 


_ that-chere can be ua dafür, where there is no 


true 
7 i 


sener 


ced me that his perſecution would be without any hounds, For. 
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PEN ANY 8 Where there Wie for God! 
ir was extremely obvious, thatbefore he cbuld be in quier pol 
ſeſſion of Brus, the oppofitivn He would ha vt met with from 
all who were Proteſtants Ht cat9eft, Eritinnedas Jong as A ſhil⸗ 

Jing ia'thek"poakets, vr 2 drop of blood in their veitis could de 
of any ſervice in diſappointing Him; muſt” have ptoveked aff 
the paſlions'6f His nature againſt themy''to the higheſt 
and ſhown hm that he conld have nb ſecutity; but by their u. 
ter extirpation. And, to tell me that ke was of no religion, was 
only ſayipg'in other words, chat the ſuggeſtions of his inter- 
elt and puto would have been under no reſtraint, by ſuperi · 
vr conſiderutidns, d e oben oſt enceſß of era. 
— barbarity. 
Tet after all, the children of Gin, whoſe tees enmity a- 
qainft the: ſeed vf bel is inextinguiſhuble, have not only the 
heavieſt hands, but do likewiſe make the Toudeſt complaints, 
wen when hothing but the” moſt necalſary ſelf-defence is in* 
tended. For pray what is this mighty in , of Their 
Fivitege, that muſt ever be regurded' with concern by all 
reafonuble men! Is it "thruſting them, in crowds, inte 
noiforhe” and Minking dungeons? Starving their families by 
Erorbieatte' Fnes-and confiſcations? Hanging em on gidbers; 
drowuing chem at ſtakes within che fea mark, of ſhooting 
them without ceremony, like 'wikd beafts, in the fields4 
Squeering the radfrow out of their bones, byboots and thamb- 
Uns? u many u good man was uſed before che revoluti- 
do, bythioſe who, evidently, had ho religion at all, which yet, I 
we belle ve David Hume, is the trut fourte of all the miſchief 
in the World. Woald any body imagibe chit the whole deca- 
fron of 'this romplaiat, is only n propoſal that the church, b 
means purely ſptritual, ſhould attempt to reel m baptized infi-- 
dels, who being brought forth in her boſom, and having ſurk- 
ed her dreaſts, ute now preying on ber vitale, and that upon 
ppolifion'of che very worſt, i. e. they neglꝛct᷑ o hear the 
thurth, they ould be wito us, as heathen men am publicans *; 
- $6 ar is any thing of this fort; from being an infringement 
of the EA ——— a pre- 

51 10 ante . #enlion 
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den 00 is an obvious infringement of the liber of a Chritian fo 
eiety. .—If a club of lawyers hadagreed to meet by themſelves, i in 


order to converſe upon ſubje&ts peculiar to their own profeſſion, 


and to improve one another in the knowledge ofthein buſineſs; T 
am much miſtaken, if they would not look upon ĩt as a tudꝭ and 
unmannerly encroachment upon their liberty, ſhould a parcel of 
tradeſmen and mechanics, intrude themſelves upon their com: 
pany, and confound. the meaſures, of their pegceable and inof : 
fenſive ſoeiety. The author of. Chriſtianity has committed 
to his followers, as a ſacred depoſitum, the doctrines and ſacra · 
ments of his religion. Theſe, he requires the miniſters of his 
kingdom, into whoſe hands he has committed the government of 
his church, to preſerve in purity; not by forcing any who ate 
unwilling, to make a bypoctitical profeſſion of regard ta them; 
but by ſeparating themſelves from thoſe whoopenly and groſly 
impugn, abuſe, and corrupt them. Yet this inoffenſive privis 
lege, ſo neceſſary to the welfare at leaſt, if netao the very be- 
ing of Chriſtianity, is what our enemies grudge us the exer · 
eiſe of. They officiouſſy intrude themſelves into the participar 
tion of thoſe ſacraments, which, they cannot but have the high: 
eſt contempt of, and even into ſuch offices as muſt. needs be 
to themſelves an object of ridicule. On vhoſe ſide now, is the 
incroachment upon liberty, the infringement of Privilege, * 
the invaſion of private judgment: 

But, ſays the gentleman: * The proper objects of | 2 
7 and reproof are not freedom of thought, but licentiouſneſs 

of action; not erroneous ſpeculations, but eximes perniciz 
« ous to ey Againſt theſe ought the clergy to exert 


4 their utmoſt efforts.” It was impoſlible for me to read this 


paſſage, without being thereby put in mind of a like ſort of rea: 


ſoning, that has frequently occurred to me, the caſes are ſo ex: 
tremely parallel. When ſome miniſters have been regreting the 
little regard that is uſually paid to the inclinations of the people 
in the ſettlement of pariſhes, upon this account, among others, 


that it deprives us of one ſecurity we might have againſt the 
admiſſion of ſuch as prove a ſcandal to their order; gentle- 
men of our author's ſtamp, have ſeldom; failed to reply, 
6 That is your _ if there 71 W ern of that A 
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rer. Why don't 100 take care that none ſuch be licenſed, 0 
© or that they be diſqualified, if they behave out of character? 
« There, you ought to exert your zeal, and there i it, ſurely, 
*« would be well placed.” But if any ſuch miniſters, attempt - 
ing to do what ſeemed to be fo heartily recommended (when 
the recommendation ſerved no other purpoſe but to diſcou-, 
rage another mean of promoting the ſame end) ſhould have 
the ſimplicity to expect the concurrence and aſſiſtance of ſuch 
gentlemen, what a diſappointment would they mret with? 
What a diſappointment have they always met with on ſuch, | 
oceaſions? There are none that know any thing of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of eccleſiaftical affairs in this church but may be 
Jafely appealed to: who are they that put the negative upon 
proceſſes for the cenſure of immoralities? that are the dead 
weight upon the exerciſe of diſcipline ? .that diſcourage every 
appearance of ſtrictneſs in the licenſing of probationers ? But 
the very perſons from whom ſuch replies are frequently to be 
met 'with? Would to God, they were in earneſt, when they, 
talk in that train! And that they would, upon all occaſions; | 
talk in the ſame ſtrain ! But how can it be expected that the 
vigorous exerciſe of diſcipline will be really and heartily:patro- 
niſed by thoſe who plead for the ordination of miniſters to. 
empty walls, at the expence of emptying others that were full?. 
When both the ordainers and ordained, by the ancient canons 
of the church ſhould be depoſed ? Who plead for the ſereen - 
ing of infidels from church · cenſure? Can it be imagined, that 
an advocate for David Hume is become a ſerious advocate for 
the repenting ſtool? Is it from ſuch as he, that conſtables 
might expect protection, when they are barbarouſſy abuſed for 
diſcouraging lcentiou/rreſ5 bf action? And is it certain, that, 
if his recommendation had all the ſucceſs that ſome of us could 
with; there are not other liberties we would then hear of the 
infringement of, belides the liberty of the preſs? - Flog 
But whatever may be his ſincerity in aſſerting what are the 
proper objects of chureh+*cenſure and reproof, I have no rea- 
ſon to doubt of his ſincerity in refuſing that error is one of 
them. And therefbre, without preſſing him any farther upon 
the firſt, I ſhall thankfully accept of his conceſſions, that there 
70 r 10 OD are 


41 
are Ewe actions Anand licentious, that ſuch aQtions are the 


proper objects of cenſure, and that the clergy ought to ex ert 


themſelves againſt ſuch'crimes in the way of cenſure and re- 


proof. Now from whence can a Chriſtian church derive this 


power, and this obligation, but from the Scripture ? Conſe- 
queatly, the Scripture is the rule which points out the proper 
objects thereof. And if this be yielded, his cauſe is loſt. 

Before I make out this, let me obſerve, that, if the gentleman 
had only ſaid, that every erroneous ſpeculation was not the 
proper object of cenſure, this is what I would have been very 
far from diſputing with him. With reſpect to a great many of 
them, I am fully convinced of what the Poet ſay x,, 

he God that pardons ſins, will pardon errors too. 

Nay, I-am not only willing, but hearty and zealous for exten- 


ding lenity to all errors that an honeſt man can be ſuppoſed - 


to fall into, ij. e. upon ſubjects where. the evidence is obſcure, 
which do not affect the ſubſtance of religion, and do not diſ- 
cover a rooted prejudice againſt it, or a bad diſpoſitions Hap- 
py indeed, thrice happy had it been for Chriſtians, had we re- 

ſerved the cenſure, which, I acknowledge, has been too. fre- 
quently inflicted. on one another upon Tot COTE, 


for ſuch doctrines as are unfolded in the Analyſis. But to aſ- 


ſert, as the Obſervator does, in the general, dd mi- 
tation, that erroneous Jbeculations are not the proper object. of 
_ cenſure, is really carrying the matter a little farther chan the 
moſt moderate Chriſtian can poſſibly follow him. 

I would gladly: know, whether the gentleman himſelf. will 
- undertake to defend this abſolutely, as he has ex preſſed it, and 
without the leaſt reſerve or exception. Suppoſe the writers in 
Whoſe defence he has engaged, had, not by implication only, 
bur in the moſt expreſs terms, aſſerted the very worſt things 
chat he endeavours to vindicate them from. Suppoſe they 
had openly maintained; * That there is no God; or that the 
< ſupreme Being is a-deceitful; fooliſh; weak, and wicked be- 
ing, the author of all the wickedneſs in the world; that man 
is no more accountable for any action he does, than a ſtick, 
4 or a ſtone; that there will be, and can be no ſuch thing as 
Ss: 8 retribution, any 2 of good, or puniſhing 
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| to maintain, ſupport, and defend? ? 


| lies in hypocriſy, 
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« of bad men; and that there is. no: moral goed, er moral e« 


« vil in any human action, but that murder, parricide, robbe - 
© ry, adultery, inceſt, &c. are juſt as innocent, and approve» 
ble, as the moſt pious and benevolent courſe of action; and 
«© that Jeſus Chriſt was a notorious and vile impoſtor.“ Theſe 
are but erronteut ſpreulations; and will he really ſay hat, 


when they are propagated in a Chriſtian chureh, by thoſe who 


have been ſolemaly initiated members of it, the goverriors of 


axe to ſuffer the obſtinate propagators of them to retain the 
Chriſtian: character, and a right of being admitted, upon der 
mand, to the participation, or rather profanation of the Chri- 


ſtian ſacraments, nay even to the exerciſe of an eccleſiaſtie of · 


'* fice, and a ſhare in the ſupreme government of that cburch? 
To ſay fog would be an expreſs contradiftion of himſelf in 


the conceſſions he has made, eſpecially where the Chriſtian cha- 


adler and privileges are claimed, For, not to iuſiſt pow, up- 
"on ſuch'aicentious looſing the bonds of human ſociety, openy 


ing the ſluices of wickedneſs, and breaking down the very - 
banks, to let in, as far as it is in one's power, a total inuodatis 
on of it; if there be any ſuch thing as a criminal licentiouſneſt 


of action, which is plainly implied in the above conceſhong, 
can there be imagined a greater, than to pretend a humble &. 
doration of one whom he looks upon as an impoſtor ? to un- 
dermine, and deſtroy: thoſe truths which. he has ſolemnly, pro- 


felled, and perhaps. fubſcribed a fincere belief of, and engaged 


© But, without having recourſe to this ; if the Scripture is to 


determine what are the proper objects of church cenſure, which 
is implied in the conceſſions.;. are not ſome erronecus /hecula- 
| tions there repreſented as criminal! Not to repeat what has 
deen already fait on that ſubject, are not Hereſies enumerated 
Among the works of the fleſh, which are manifeſt, and which 
exclude from the kingdom of C The ſame Apoſtle plain- 


ty. imputes.a_ bad conſcience to .infidek when he cells us that, 
Den e Limes, owe Hall depart from the faith, ſpcating 

aving their conſcience ſeared as with a hot 
21 a © E 88 344 WV *» ah 24 en 
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ben e. Let any one but read the epiſtle of Jude and the 24 
chap. of the 2d Epiſtle of Peter, to ſave me the trouble of tran · 


feribing them, where he will find erroneous ſpeculations, repre- | 
ſented as the moſt criminal licentiouſneſs, and ſuch names gi 


ven to the Obſervator's Free-thinkers, as would be thought ex: 0 
tremely rude and unmannerly in me, if I had not an authori- 


ty for it that will bear me out, at leaſt, with my fellow Chri- 


ſtians. So that, by the ſeripture account, the gentleman would = 


be concluded by his own rule, and obliged to admit fome erro- 


neous ſpeculations as proper õbjects of church cenſure; the 


teaching and propagating of them being plainly declared in the 
Scripture, to be licentious actions and crimes pernicious to ſo« 


ciety, againſt which, he fays, the clergy ought to exert their 1. 
moſt-efforts, © te." 
or There i is no neceſlity however, even for going fo 5 to "Ia R 


an argument from the Scripture upon this point. The reach? 


ing and propagating of erroneous ſpeculations i in oppoſition to 50 
the fundamental doctrines of religion is not anly declared . 
be a proper object of cenſure; (how little muſt the Seripture 


be read, when this is denied by even ſuch as write for the 


information of the general aſſembly ?) but the church is ex- 


preſly commanded and required to exert their utmoſt efforts 
againſt it, and the rulers thereof are themſelves pronounced cri- 
minal, if they do not inflict the higheſt degree of cenſure up- 
on ſuch falſe teachers, as betrayers of the truſt committed to 
them, and becoming thereby art and part in the are oy 
immortal ſouls, which may periſh thro' their negligence. - 

How earneſtly does the apoſtle Paul inſiſt upon this? Now 


I beſeech you, brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and 
- offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 


avoid them. For they that are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, but their own belly; and by good words and fair ſpeech- 
er deceive the hearts of the ſimple +. This is what he expref-.. 
ly commands Titus to do. A man that is an heretick, after. 


"the firſt ani ſecond admonition rejeft: Knowing that he that 
it ſucb is ſubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf 2 


* 
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..% 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. t Rom. xvi, 175 185 | * Tit, ul, 10, It; 


And ”_ For there are many unruly and vain talkers and de 
| ceiuers 
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ectuens-=—Hhoſe mouth muſ} be Popped. —Iherefore rebuke, 0 
them ſharpiy, that they may be ſound in the faith s. To the 
fame purpoſe likewiſe he charges Timethy. If any man teach 
etherwiſe; aud conſent not to wholeſome words &. frem uch 
withdraw thyſelf t. Nay, whatever be the character or ſtati-⸗ 
an of the perſon, tho' an apoſtle himſelf, or an angel, he would 
not have him ſpared. Though we, ſays he, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other goſhel unto you, than that uhich ue 
bave preached unto: you, let him be anathema . The apoſtle 
John goes ſtill farther, and interdicts any unneceſſary commus- 
nication with ſuch a perſon, even in the civil intereourſe of com, 
mon life, and that on pain of being held partaker in;hiscrime. 
if there come, ſays he; any unta you, and bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not into your: hauſe, neither bid him God 
ſpeed. * For he that biddeth him God ſpeed is PARTAKER, of 
bis evil deeds J. Accordingly the apoſtle Paul ſets his own. EX+ . 
ample before Timothy, for the imitation of him, and all mini: 
ſters of the goſpel, in excommuniicating Hymeneus, and Alex- 
under, who concernii ng faith had made ſhipwreck g. And our 
Saviour himſelf commends the zeal and diligence of the.church 
of Epheſus in this reſpect, that they had tried them which ſay 
they are Apoſtles, "and are not, and had found them liars **, 
As on the other hand, he reproves and threatens the church of 5 
Pergamos for not ecofuring thoſe among them that vented er- 
roneous ſpeculations, particularly concerning morals; But / 
baue a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there thoſe 
who hold the doctrine of Balaam, &c. So haſt thou alſo them 
that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
 *Repent, or elſe Iwill come to thee quickly, &c f. In like man- 
ner, he complains of che church in Thyatira. Notwithſtand- 
ig I have a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt 
that woman Jezebel, who calleth herſelf « Propheteſs to teac) 
and to ſeduce my ſervants ta commit fornication and to eat 2 8 
things ſacri ned to #dols *[|, . That it was not outward vio- 
lence, or temporal penalties which our Saviour deſiderated, but 
Gab 00 2 were the _—_ or the moe effectual 
W e e ee means 
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means the church then had, or, as a church, En have, to re · : 
train erronedus teachers, is ſo obvious, that it:ſcarcely, neetls 
to be taken notier of. And if Hereſy, which is but a ayreial 
7 infidelity, ls ſo proper an object of church cenſure no doubt, 
min proportion to the extenſive: and important nature of the 
error that e, ſo muſt W boos: n 
vpon bed 
r bn er the en babe panel desen bes beste 
Fonformable to theſe frequent and expreſs injunctions of the 
feripture, that the one may help to throw ſome light upon the 
Sther. Tis certain that che Chriſtian church, eſpecially in the 
primitive times, as well as ſince the reformation; has been ſo 
watchful againſt the corruption, which the doctrine of religion 
is always liable to, and it has been ſo much the buſineſs of Sy- 
hods and Councils to cenſure the teachers of error, that to 
bring ee eee would be to light a candle at 
Waun. r 
Of we pekte ured; 1 hall only obſerve. Hot che ſoups 
; kity of her diſeipline in this point, as well as in moſt others in- 
Geed, were any thing near it to be propoſed now, would be 
Ttonſidered as extravagant, and exceſſtve. They would not, a- 
greeable to the direction of the apoſile Paul o, ſo much as ſuſ- 
fer any of the faithful to bring a cauſe before a civil judge, 
who dealt in erroneous fpeculations, that were inconſiſtent with 
he Faith +. Ten years penance, and when the erroneous had 
been in any eceleſtaſtical office, rwelve years were preſcribed, 
before they were to be admitted, when: penitent, into the eom- 
munion of the church. Even the lanſed and the traditors, in 
the heat of perſecution, were ſeverely cenſured. And yet, as 
"Cyprian juſtly obſerves, there is no compariſdn between the 
| e ſuch, and à voluntary 8. 1 from the faith |. 
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Il. Dei traditione cogteſupta, appetunt alienas, degree... ke hoe 
cerimen eſt quam quod admiſiſſe lapſi videntur, qui tamen in pœnitentia criminis con- 
ſtituti, Deum plenis ſatisfactionibusdeprecantar. Hic ecclefia quaerſtur & rogatur: 
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800 little do n that the fact will be copteſted, on. 
that any body who has the leaſt acquaintance with church hi- 
ſtory, will deny, that erroneous ſpeculations have always been. 
conſidered as proper objects of cenſure, that I am ſenſible, and, 
will not diſſemble, on my part, that Synods have, often,, rather 
overdone in this matter, by extending that power, which no 
Chriſtian can deny, to the ſmaller differences that do not af · 
fect the ſubſtance of religion, and that may ſubſiſt among ho». 
neſt inquirers in this imperfect ſtate. But tis univerſally 2 
lowed, that the abiſe of a power, does not infer the nal{ity. 
it or rather that mi/?akes about the practice of a png . . 
cumbent upon us, will not vacate the obligation, of. doing. it 
in a right manner. This is a power, which our Saviour, = 
he came into the world, found the Jewiſh. church in the poſe 
ſeſſion of, and which they made a very bad uſe of, excommuni-. 
cating all thoſe who confeſſed that he was the Aeſſia sn. Let 
neither he, nor his apoſtles, ever offered to diſpute with them, 
whether erroneous peculaliane werethe fr oper angel of en 

e. 
As for the chureh of Scotlerd, Ag. — thay the Tem 
_ * volution, tho' infidelity. was far from being ſo openly propa- 
zated then as it is now, and books of that kind, only came from, 

abroad, we find ſoon after that period, an act of aſſembly a- 

gainſi 2h athri/tical opinions of «the Deaths, wherein. it is engc- 

ted that © Seducers, after ſufficient, inſtructions and admoniti« 
on, be proceeded againſt as ſcandaloas and beretica} Apoſtates 
uſe to be *. In the form of proce/s,; Atheilm, Hereſy, and er- 
ror vented and made publick, ane enumerated among the groſ· 
ſeſt ſcandals that ought to be proſecuted in order to che higheſt 
_ectiſures of the church t. The commiſſion is annually inſtruc- 
ted to © enquire into the [publiſhing of books and pamphlets 
teading towards che promoting of opinions, of whatever kind, 
eee nem and Sante recpm- 


men- 


hy vida ee tha noevit Ma ens 
| eſt, mnitoa-ſeeumtrabende decepit, Corte peccatfe ſe his & intalligit, 4e amegtatury 
: ille tumens in peccato ſvo, & in ipfis fibi delictis placens, 2 matre filios 
| ſegregat, oves a paſtore ſollicitat, Dei ſacramenta diſturbat. Ne cum lapſus ſemel 
; rr quotidie geccst. Cyp. de unitste Reeleſiae-. > A © 
* ti ix, 22, and xii, 2. TP AQ 21. * . cr 6. Þ 1. 
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* menders of fach books or pamphlets, or of the errors thete 
ie in contained, be called before the ſaid commiſſion, to anſ 


« for the ſame.” Nay, tis a notour fact, that all-the whe, ; 
of our ſupreme judicatory; muſt, and do ſign it as the confeſ- 


ſion of their faith, that * they who, upon pretence'of Chriſtian 


« liberty, do publiſh ſuch opinions, or maintain ſuch practiees; 2 
as are contrary to the light of nature, or to the known prin- 


« ciples of Chriſtianity, whether concerning faith, worſhip, or 


* converſation ; or to the power of godlinefs;'or ſuch errone-' 


« ous opinions or practices as, either in their own nature, or 
« in the manner of publiſhing or maintaining them, àre de- 


4 ſtructive to the external peace and order which Chriſt hath» 


t eſtabliſhed in the church, may lawfully be ealled to account; 
and proceeded againſt by the cenſures of the church *. As 


this likewiſe makes part of an act of parliament , which is 


made unalterable by the treaty of union, it might be expected, 


that the lawyers at leaſt, would ſhow more regard to it, as 4 


law of the land. But, at how low a rate; muſt the moſt formal 


profeſſions, and engagements be ſuppoſed now to paſs currents 
when the bare ip/e dixit of the Obſervator is all the argument 


that is thought needful to perſuade thoſe who have ſubſcribed 


this, that erroneous ſpeculations, are not the Froper . of 
cenſure rn n 

It is not bay the Chriſtian, or the Jewiſh churches i t the 
Heathens themſelves, in a religious capacity, claimed the ſame 


privilege, and exerciſed it too, as we are informed by Caſar 
in his Commentaries 1. And indeed without the exerciſe ofthis 


natural right, the church muſt ſoon become a confuſed medley: 


of Proteſtants, / Papiſts, Mahometans, Heathens, Deiſts, and 
| Atheiſts, in a word, a perfect hotch-potch of the moſt oppoſite 
and inconſiſtent religions: eſpecially, when there is ſo little 


conſcience ſo much as pretended, about joining outwatdly in 


the very things that are the objects of their contempt and ridi< 
eule, as our preſent infidels are not aſbamed, almoſt openly to 
avow.- Any voluntary ſociety, aſſociated for particular, purpo+ - 


as if On, cannot, or do not defend ones -ogainſt the 
494 intru⸗ 


* Cent. Faith ob xx, Art. 4, 4464, xe, Par Wand Me N 
S 8 e ' 


. 
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an the moft declared dts and: perten of the 
ends they have in view, but ſtand expoſed; without remedy; 
to all the conſequences of ich unnatural mixture, muſt needs 
be the Weakeſt and mbſt helpleſs things that can be imagined; 
hd mult, very ſoon, fall into ſuch abſolute ruin and coofulll 
on, 4s Will utterly diſqualify them, for Werl the purpe- | 


| les for which they affociated. 


Many, however, of our prefect church: rites, and it ſeemsz 
by * omillion of their duty Hitherto, thoſe who have moſt 

influence'ih the general aſſembly, ſeem to have but little ſenſe 
i the obligation they are under to ahimadyert, In 1 judicative 
capacity, on the atheiſtical writings that have been lately pub. 
liſhed among us; tho' one of the authors openly avows them 
by prefixing his name, in a fort of Bravado, and the other is 
ſufficiently pointed out, by a Fama which he does not contra 
dict —— We ate often aſked ; what good purpoſes ean be ſer- 
ved by ſuch 4 profecution „ Whether we are diſpoſed t6 
gratify Dabid Hume, by doing the thing in the world that 
would give him the higheſt pleaſure ?!— Or, if we wiſh tö ſee 
a new edition fold, of books that are lying on the bookſellers 
hands, and; if diſregarded, fi inking with their own weight? 

' Whether the ofppoſers of ſuch a proſecution do really exceed 
the promoters of i it, (as ſome of their pleadings apdinſt i it would 
thſithiate) in their zeal againſt error, and their concern to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of it, 1 will not pretend to fay. Thoſe who 
know the'men and their communication, on both ſides of the 
queſtion, will judge as they fee cauſe. But in anſwer to thefe 
guertes, I ſhall readily acknowledge, that, if it was merely a 
matter of prudential'confideration ; if it was only a power the 
church tad, Which the Was left at berry ro exerciſe, or not, 
ns ſhe faw beaafian but not à duty expreſly enjoined upon 
her; for tlie neglect of which, {Ke herſelf was liable to be ca ed 
*to #zccotin t by the great Head of the church, there would be 
ſome more room left, for diſcuſſions of chis fort. Only as hu- 
man nature is the fame in all ages, I'm afraid that ſuch ſort of 
reafotings; which would hive equal force in all caſes of the - 
like kind, have te too much the air of pretending to be wiſer than 
the author of the Chriſtian conſtitution, and feeing farther 
Into the conſequences of things than thoſe who were divinely 


; inſpired, F Why 


* 


— 
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Why olght not the hb Pergamos and Thyatira have 


Abe their own ſlothfulneſs upon the principles that are 


now in vogue, and replied to the Son f God, whe bath bis eyes 
like a flame of fire: The church of Epheſus judged extreme: 
ly ill, to make any noiſe about the falſe teachers, which can 
have no other effect, but to raiſe peoples curioſity, , and make 
the miſchief more extenſive. We are upon a much better con- 
eerted plan, and that is, never to mind them, which, you may 
depend on't, you'll find in the iſſue, will more effectually diſ- 
concert their meaſures: And, if you'll have but a little patience, 
you'll ſoon find, that the whole matter will die away of its 
own accord?” Why did not Timothy and Titus make the ſame 
repreſentation to the apoſtle Paul, when he laid upon them 
the injunctions that have been mentioned! ? If our wiſe coun- 


ſellors are in the right, what a pity it is, that among all the 


founders of Chriſtianity, there was no man of their deep pene- 


tration, to ſuggeſt how ill contrived the rules are, which the a- 


poſtles have left us upon record, for the management of free- 
thinkers and their erroneous ſpeculations The very rules, 1 it 
ſeems, that are beſt adapted to the dſſeminating of infidelity ? Or 
that they ſhould not, now, have honeſty or intereſt enough, 
to get ſo idle, and ill judged a-clauſe left out of the annual | in- 
ſtructions to the commiſſion?ꝛ 

Jo the firſt of their queſtions, what _ purpoſes ca can be 
ſerved by ſuch a proſecution? I ſhall anſwer, in the very words 


which they themſelves have ſigned as the confeſſion of their 
2 Church cenſures are NECESSARY for the reclaim- 


ing and gaining of offending brethren, for deterring of others 


from the like offences, for purging out the leaven which 
* might infe& the whole lump, for vindicating the honour of 
<© Chriſt, and the holy profeſſion of the goſpel, and for prevent - 
© ing the wrath of God which might juſtly fall upon the church, 

5 if they ſhould ſuffer his covenant and the ſeals thereof to be 


« profaned by notorious and obſtinate offenders“. 
The firſt of theſe, is the reaſon moſt frequently inſiſted upon 


in the ſcripture, for the exerciſe of diſcipline, and even for ex- 
communication; that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the 
Lord Feſus t, that they may learn not 1 e , that they 


may 
cn. of Faith, Ch. 30. 6 3. tr Cor, v. 5. 4 i Tim. 1. 20. 
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A 
may be abe, pulling them out of the re e. And if church cen- 


ſure be a mean appointed, for chis purpoſe, by divine inſtitution; 


why ſhould we not try it upoiſthe preſent occafion? Would we- 
not be prompted to it, by a true love, not only to Jefus Chriſt, 
but to the periſhing ſouls of the erroneous themſelves? If any 
of them ate 1 men of eminent abilities, or in eminent ſtations 
in church or ſtate, ſnould not this be an additional motive, to 
gain ſuch brethren, for the ſake of the extenſive benefit which 
might! thereby accrue to the whole community ? ? © And why 
ſhould we deſpair of ſucceſs, in uſing a mean inſtituted by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with which we may therefore expect his 
bleſſing? Why deſpair even of David Hume Church hiſtory 


affords us many inſtances of converſions brought about, that 


were as unhoped, and by more unlikely means; of a proud con- 
ceited philoſopher, who came to the couneil of Mee out of eu 
rioſity, that was converted by a plain ſimple man, who only 
gave him an account of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and aſked © 
him, if he did not believe them? Of a great courtier who had 

apoſtatiſed, and was converted by the rebuke of a good old 
martyr, as he happened accidentally to be carried by him in 


chains. What ground, can we poſſibly have, for limiting the 


divine grace, while we are in the exerciſe of means, which God 


has commanded us to uſe? Shall we ſit abſolutèly ſtill, and ſee 


(if it ſhould come to that) men even of the greateſt eminence > 


and importance among us, not only periſhing themſelves, but 


doing their utmoſt to dra others into perdition too, and ruin- 
ing the ſpiritual, and (which muſt be the conſequence of ii) tem- 
poral intereſts of the community, without ſo much as attempt - 


ing to deal with their conſciences, in the leaſt degree? With-; 


out ſo much as trying any of thofe admonitions, inſtructions, , 


und frequent conferencet as, which are enjoined in the form of: 


proceſs, in the caſe of errdfs, that are of ſmaller canſequence, : 
to reclaim without cutting ? Are we ſa diffident of the e- 
vidence, we have for the great truths of natural and revealed 
religion, that we dare not venture a conference with infidels >- 
I can ſay, for my vwn part, and I believe; I may venture to un- 
dertake for others on the ſame ſide of this queſtion, that we 
ſhould | be for managing with all the tenderneſs and concern far, 
5 e . their 
1 EG + NF ax F1 


FE „ 


their eternal happineſs that their precious immor tol. fouls re: 
quire at our hands ; yea withall the xegard that i is = to their 
characters, and ſation i in the world, and with all the indul- 
gence ta their own credit and reputation, that is conſiſtent with 
the ſuperior regard that is always owing to the "intereſts of 
truth and religion ; And that gaining them over to theſe i in- 
tereſts, would be a thouſand times more agreeable to us, than 
the inflicting upon them any cenſure Whatever. But if we 
ſhould have no ſucceſs; is this a ſufficient reaſon for gur ne- 
glecting our own duty? If miniſters were never to preach. re · 
pentance to impenitent ſinners, but when they have ſome pro-- 
bable expectation of ſucceſs, I am afraid this ſubject would be 
but rarely touched upon. But when they have. laboured in 
vain, and ſpent their ſtrength for nought and in vain, yet ſure - 
ly their judgment is with the Lord, and their work with their. 


God *. If thou doſi nat ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, - 


| that wicked man fhall die in his iniquity * But bis blood will 
J require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, af thou warn the wic - 
ed of his way to turn from it: If he do not turn from his way, 
be (hall die in his iniquity But thou haſt delivered thy foul to 
This, however, is not the only reaſon that is given in the 
ſcripture for the exerciſe of diſcipline. Them that /in, ſays the 
apoſtle, rebuke before all, that ethers. alſo may fear t. And if 
care be taken, to apply cenſure and reproof, only to the breach 
of Chriſt's laws; there can be no doubt of its having this effect. 
Indeed when church rulers proſtitute the cenſures inſtituted by 
Chriſt, to the ignoble purpoſes of party and faction, to the ſup- 
porting of their on authority, inſtead of, or in oppoſition to 
that of their Maſter, and for the diſcrediting of truth, or.eyen . 
of ſuch errors as are conſiſtent with honeſty, and a real regard 
for truth and goodneſs, and which Chriſt has commanded them 
to bear with; in theſe caſes, I confefs, the Chriſtian diſcipline, 
faithful to its original intention, has always ſcorned to ſerve 
the intereſts, or promote the views of any other than him from 
whom it derives its authority. No ſooner does it touch a con 
ſcience, but tis ready to turn about and worry them that ſet 
It on, or to defeat the end which is thereby aimed at. But when 
it is adminiſtred weeordieg to the laws of its great author; when. 
a 
9 Iſeiah xlix. 4. 4 Ezck, a 4, ge } x Tim. v. 20. 
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eepſure is.inflic Qted.upon the teachers of gref and fundamental 
reiz uch a8 obvioully deſtroy all religion, and are ſo far from 
h; ving t the very pretence of conſcience for * propagating them, 

at Rt. are, evidently, calculated for bati ing all conſcience! 

: out 0 f the world, i in this caſe i it cannot fail to Rave an etteck. 
Degenęrate as mankind Are, there is ſtill To much of he work 
of. the aw. Writes in their hearts, their conſcieuct alſo beur-: 
ing witneſs *, of the Judgment of God, thit they uh ce mit 
e are. worthy of 4 death, even Whew they not only do the 
HON ut have eaſure i in them that do it 4; ſoindelible are the 
impreſſi ria of tl ee the human inch, that all attempts ta 
efface the em. may ea iy be Hong to 158 upon the tbore, 


irren 


gement 
ke 5 loſe ground. by Geng a good man on 2 > 5 Ro r 4 
commendable action, yet a falthful, honeſt Magiſtrate, will oft. 
times find it both uſeful and. neceſſary, to expoſe wicked- 


? YETLY 


neſs to the ſame difgrace, 'An action truly di i Ponburablg f in 
itſelf. will be rendered more ſo by the infamy of of ſuch a puniſh- 
mept. And many w would have ventured upon al all the ſhame, | 
which is the natural conſequence of a baſe action, are deterred 
from the commiſſop thereof, by t the public and | penal ig o miny 


to ay it 4 8 them. Ri any c one but relle, how 


+4. 4 1 


>< «4 


as it =—_ to be; if inſtead oft turning i it had gh and el ay 

at our fellow ſeryants, who are diſtinguiſhed by a regard for 

their Maſter, it were levelled. againſt his open and declared ene- 

mies, this church might yet again, as it has formerly been, 

became terrible to chem as an army with banners. Indeed, if 
+ it 
1 Rom. ii. 25, + ch. i. 33. 
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ie is diſcharged. at random, and. eſpecially, if the moſt zeafous' 


friends of the churches King, and of her ſpiritual intereſts are. 
particularly marked at ; perhaps there are better Chriſtians than 
| David, ume,pretends i be, who will conſider a hurt thereby. 
asnodithongurable ſcar. But as long as thecauſe one ſuffers in, 
is, and mult be taken into the account, is it to be imagined, 
when open enmity to the principles of natural and revealed te- 
ligion, is the object of cepſure, that every body will be of that 
gentleman's opinion, ang look. upon church cenſure, in fuch à 
cauſe, as an honourable badge of diſtinetion? If this were the 
caſe;.,1, doubt much, if a geptſeman ſo noted for an affectation 
of ſingularity, would continue in that opinion himſelf.” The 
ſollicitude expreſſed by,Sepho's friends, to ward off a cenſure, is 
no evidence, that they concur in it. And whatever effect it may 
have on any of theſe gentlemen; did it contribute, in any de- 
gree to put a ſtop to the farther progreſs of infidel writipgg u- 
mong us, by ſcaring others from imitating their example, it 
would be, ſo far at leaſt, well beſto wet. 
But if church cenſure ſhould have no effect, ether in ec lam. 
ine offenders, or in deterring others from the like offences. 
which no body can conclude, who conſiders them as inſtituted 
by Chriſt for theſe purpoſes, and haviag the promiſe of his bfef. 
ſing; yet, they are nevertheleſs NECESSARY, for à third 
reaſon, namely, for purging out the Jeaven Which might Infect 
the whoſe hump. This 15 what the apoſife bad no fall fol. 
citude about, and for the neglect of which, he fo ſharply reprt-' 
wands the church of Corinth. Aud ye are puffed up, ſays he,” 
and have not rather maurned, that he that hath dene this deed 
might be taken away from among you. Know ye not that a 
Rte leer heavencth the whole lamp?" Pirgs out nrg 
the old leaven *.. Though the church cannot hinder men from” 
being. infidels, or from propagating infidelity; yet furely, it is 
her fault, if it be done within the church. And though we 
cannot be anſwerable for other mens actions; we muſt be, for 
our own, All our brethren's objections againſt the two firſt” 
arguments, muſt be ſtrong confirmations of the third: For if 
there are men amongſt us, that are #rreclaimable infidels; if 
they glory in being ſo; and if a cenſure upon that account 
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| would be. fo for from having. influence in deterring them from 
; propagating it, that it would encourage them to do fo; Turely, 


it is high time to make a ſeparation between theth, andiprofef- 


; ſed Chriſtians. | Be ye net, ſays an inſpired apoſtle, une gually 
oled together wit i unbelievers: Fer what fellowſhip hath 
righteouſneſs with erty pr re And what communion hath 
light 1 with darkneſs * And what concord hath Chriſt with Be- 
lial? "Or what part hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? 
And what. Agreement hath the temple” of G with idol! 

"Wherefore come out. from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith 
the Lord, and Touch not the unclean thing, 17 7 1 well receive 
van e. ; 0 0938 of Matt bg: 

Ever ſince the fl of man, the corruption of the word Ids 
been ſo great, and ſo univerſal, that in order to keep up ſome 
viſible regard to God, and ſome acceptable publick worſhip of 
him, he has thought fit to ſeparate u church to himſelf out of 
the world; and todiſtinguiſh them from the reſt of mankind, as 
his own peculiar. Thepromiſcuous communication, which the 
viſible profeſſing people of God, had with the profane fort, even 


In the old world, the laying open that ground, which ought to 


have been a garden incloſed, with the conſequences thereof, was 


the very thing +, which (we? God to ſweep his houſe clean, 


by that terrible, and deſolating flood of waters, which reduced the 
church to afingle family. When that family was multiplied, and 
again corrupted, and alienated from the true worſhip and ſervice 
of God; he called Abraham, and his poſterity, and gave them cir- 


detmciſieön, as a badge of diſtinction. It was with a view to pre- 
ſerve them a ſeparate people that he raiſed about them the helge 


of the ceremonial law, and made it ſo penal for them to mix 
with the Heathen. Now that this hedge is pulled up, which 
was typical of the Chriſtian diſcipline, there is no poſſibility of 
Preſerving the church, in any degree of purity, or indeed from 


being a ſink of all the filthineſs of the world, without cutting 


off from her communion thoſe, who, while they bear the 


Chriſtian name, do yet obſtinately caſt off a. credible Oy 
. on of religion. Bs 


For this purpoſe, Chriſt hath erected his db into a ſpi- 
_ ritual Kingdom, and inſtituted therein a ſpiritual government, 


with 


® 2 Cor, vi, 14. | + Gen, vi. 2. 
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hs proper o ollicers $ to ON this e we er ey 


the | ſupreme. King and Head of the | ſociety, 1 in an exact confot: 


ity. with his own directions. The weapons of. their predic 
are not carnal, but mighty thro' God fo the Pulling d 1 4 q 
ftrong. holds, caſting down imagenations, [or reaſoning $ 1] an 
every. high thing that exalteth nſelf againſt the brewed 2. 


Cod, and bringing into captivity every. thought i to the 21 
ence bf Chriſt, and having. in 4 readineſs, to revenge all dif- — 
q obedience +. If there are any of the miniſters of this king 


who. will not conſider the church i in this light, and dien it i 
cumbent upon them to act no other part, but that of Ky 

Fenchers, (as ſome of them have of late affected to call theny- 
ſelyes, altering the ſtlle with the conſtitution) if in a ſpiritual 


judicature, they will execute no other laws, but thoſe of the 


civil Magiſtrate ; they certainly do betray: a yery conſiderable 
and important part of their truſt, and will have to anſwer to 


the King of the church, for the external purity, the purity of 


profeſſion, i in that ſociety whoſe ſpiritual intereſt was commif- 

ted to their care. The inſincerity of profeſſed Chriſtians, i is 
what they muſt leave to the judgment of the great day; as they 
can neither help it, nor are they proper judges. of it. But, if 


the church be vi/ibly compounded, of thoſe who make no pro- | 
Ffeſſion of religion, as well as of thoſe who do; this, as it is 
plainly a proper object of human judgment; ſo it neceſſa- 
_ rily implies a breach of truſt, in them; as the cenſure of ex- 
communication was inſtituted on purpoſe to prevent it. — And 
that for theſe obvious, and weighty reaſons, which they them 


ſelves have declared their aſſent to. 
The firſt is, to prevent the ſpreading of the infe@i en and 
corrupting of the ſound part of the church. God knows how 


ready we are to be infected with any thing that is evil. We 


are more apt to catch a diſeaſe than health from one another. E. 


vil communications corrupt good manners g. Any body that 


— 


reads the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, and will be at the pains 


to obſerve the proneneſs of the eus to fall in with the idola- 
try, and other fins of their heathen neighbours, cannot be ſur⸗ 
prized at the precautions taken by divine wiſdom, to guard a- 
_gainſt a too familiar correſ] pondence with then. And there is 


no 


ice + 2 Cor, 1. 45 5» . 
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fame time, more dangerous, and fatal, than that of the errors now vent | 


ed among us. What can be more gratifying to the korrupt natures of 
dbſninate ſianers, than whatever ferves to quiet their conſeiences under 


the indungenee of vitious habits? any plauſible pretence to throw the 


blame of their wickedneſs off themſelves? and to ſuperſede the diſa · 
greeable werk of repentance ? Nay who can ſliut their eyes ſo cloſe, ad 
not to pereeive, how ſenfibly, and with how quiek a pace infidelity is 
actually advaticiag in the church of Seortand? How the particular dock 
tries of the goſpel; like the branches of a tree, fer to be gradually 
Jopped away, even where the ſtump continues in the ground? How 
inſidel grafts are admitted where the for would yet be thrown over 
| the hedge? Are not many, even of the clergy tliemſelves already in- 
fected with Sypho's doctrine of neceſiy? I would fuin hope, indeed, 
that there are none of them ſo oonſiſtent in ix, as he is, and that they 
do not carry it thro” all its genuine conſequences, as he does. But 
What a dangerous ſtep is made toward the conſequenees themſelves; 
when once the principles ate admitted, from whence” they neceſſarily 
ow? And if the contagion has had ſuch effects among the clergy them⸗ 
ſelves, what can be thought of other ranks and orders of men? Our 
enemies will tell the teſt with pleaſure. ——Is it not higli time chen te 
out the old leaven that ue may be à new lumpꝰ 

ſpedially confldering that ( the honour of Chriſt and the boty 
* „ prckefion of the goſpel cannot be otherwiſe vindicated,” than by re- 
ſaming his name and the character of his diſciples, from thoſe who 
Bold dorbrine : which he hates *; and which would expoſe the whole of 
his undertaking for the redemption of mankind to manifeſt ridicule. 
Add to this, the laſt conſideration mentioned in our Conſtſſon, name- 


ly, « the preventing the wrath of God, which might juſtly fall upon 
« the church;'if they ſhould ſuffer his covenant and the ſeals thereof to 


bt be profaned by notorious and obſtinate offenders,” How far any of 
bur infidels think fit to partake of the ſacred myſteries of Chriſtianity, 
or to pour an open contempt upon them, 1 do not pretend to know. 
If this laſt ſuould happen to be the caſe, I hope the degree of their of- 
fence, and of their caſting off the profeſſion of our religion, will not 
be made an argument to ſcreen chem from cenſure; I ſhall- only ſay 
that, as modern infidels have ſeldom any ſcruple to act « hypocritical 
patt; or to do any thing elſe which their temporal corveniency requires; 
ſo they cannot be regularly exeluded, if they ſhould happen to demand 
_ admittance; but /cowndum alleguta & probata. And therefore all thoſe 
church rulers who plead for continuing them in full communion, of 


ls a $I of admittance, are 1 with the whole dae 
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ces, of profaning the ſeals of the Chriſtian covenant, ſein en hs 
ape» to profanation thro' their fault. | 

| Theſe are the purpoſes, for which all the members of every ee 
aſſembly do declare their belief, that church cenſures are NECESSA- 
RY, and for which, the rulers. of the church are, in the Seripture, not 
left at liberty, but expreſsly required to inflict them, and threatened, 
If, in ſuch circumſtances as we are now ſpeaking of, they omit, or ne- 
glect ſo neceſſary and important a duty, Purpoſes too important, and 
a command too peremptory, to be eluded by any accidental, apprehen- 
ded, or uncertain inconveniences, which a fertile imagination may fi- 
gure, for an excuſe. And what, pray, are the inconveniences that are 
alledged upon this occaſion ? The firſt is merely perſonal, viz. the 


pleaſure which, tis ſuppoſed, it would give to one of the gentlemen, 


to have ſuch publick notice taken of him. And, tho' I do not remem- 
ber to have heard it mentioned, I ſhall-take the liberty to add, the pain 


it would give to the other, as what . perhaps, dure no leſs weighs 
with the objectors. 


But in good earneſt, can it by thought that any body who has ſi ign- 


ed the above paragraph of the Confeſion, will admit any apprehended 


effect of this ſort, as a ſufficient diſpenſation from the practice of their 


own duty, whatever may be the various and oppoſite diſpoſitions of 
others ? When the Apoſtle Paul preached the goſpel at Rome, ſome 
believed the things that were ſpoken, and ſome believed not. And yet 
he received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God. 


The ordinances of Chriſt, like the rain that deſcendeth from heaven, 


muſt be promiſcuouſly diſpenſed, whatever various ſoils it may fall up» 
on, and what ever different effects it may have; as we know not 
where, or when the bleſſing may light. While a done ſeems to fall 


idly upon a rock, and drowns the marſh, it is, at the ſame time, indiſ- 


penſibly neceſſary to the ſpringing of graſs and corn, for the ſuſtenance 
of man and beaſt. The fun, tho” it chaps the tiff clay, and ſcorches 
the barren ſand, yet it ſhines on both, as well as on the loamy ſoil, 


where it cheriſhes the. fruits of the ground. So the divine inſtitutions . 


mult be obſerved, whether men be pleaſed, or diſpleaſed , "whether they 
will hear or iter they will forbear, and even when they are moſt 
rebellious. Be not T HOU rebellious, like that rebellious houſe +. 


._ , 3. The ſame thing may ſerve, in a great meaſure, for anſwer to the o- 


ther objection, which is of a more general nature, and is uſually bran - 
diſhed againſt us with a formidable glare. You are ſenſible, ſay the 

objectors, how dangerous it is to ſpread ſuch infectious writings a- 
mong men who are diſpoſed to catch at any thing that may furniſſi 


them with an excuſe for their own miſcarriages, And then we are 


2 pu 
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put in mind how' authors and bookfſe llers have wiſhed, and even ſollicit- 
ed for a condenmittion of books and pamphlets that were lying on their 
band. And the effects of ſuch me Dee ban not vith- | 
out a good deal of exaggeration.” — 
But whatever be i in this, tis certain, that an argument which proves 
too much, muſt be good for nothing. Now, if there be any thing at 
all in tlie fort of reaſoning, it will equally militate againſt the exerciſe 
of diſcipline in thè caſe of every error, nay of every ſcandal whatever. 
What is the great evil of a ſcundalbus fin in a profeſſed Chriſtian ? But 
that tis a contagious example, helps to leſſen the horror we ought to 
have at lin, by rendeting 1 it more familiar to every one that hears of 5 
it, and diſcredits the profeſſion of Chriſtianity ? So that when'a ſin is 
committed, it Would be, ſo far atleaſt, happy, if it could be kept a ſe- 
bret. But if this cannot be done; are we therefore never to rebuke 4 
Huner before all, never to mention it in a Judicial or publick manner, 
teſt we ſhould contribute to ſpread the knowledge of it wider? But 
ſuffer the Chriſtian ſotiety to confiſt of, and its ſacred myſteries to be 
profaned by, a promiſcuous: company, 'of open adulterers, and whore- | 
mongers, thievesand-robbers, drunkards and ſwearers, Deiſts and A- 
cheiſts? Hoc itharus bellt. Some there are perhaps who would be 
highly delighted with this. But is it a meaſure that has ever been re- 
commended by thoſe who have diſcovered the greateſt zeal and concern 
for the intereſt of Chriſtianity, and of true religion in the world ? Is 
it-conſiſtent with Scripture precepts, or with the conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian church? Did it ever obtain in the pureſt times of religion ? 
Or rather does'it not mark out its moſt degenerate periods? T 
be truth is; moſt remedies, like drzgs (which ought never to be ad- 
miniſtred; but When the body is really diſeaſed) are apt, at firſt, to ir- 
ritate the humours, and put them into a greater fermentation, But 
was ever any wiſe phyſician, for this reaſon, of opinion, that all diſea- 
ſos ſhould be left, without remedy, to prey with their whole force, up- 
on the natural body? This, however, is the whole amount of the ob- 
Jection now under conſideration. Infidelity is the moſt dangerous and 
fatal diſeaſe that a church is liable to. Never were there ſuch violent 
fympt6ris of it in the church of Scotland, as ar preſent. And yet our 
_ ecelcfiaſtical phyſicians are for letting her die of it, rather than afford 
the leaſt aſſiſtance: not becauſe nature ſeems to be working it off; but, 
(unleſs they apprehend our ſymptoms to be more than ordinarily mor- 
tal) becauſe it is the nature, it ſeems, of every remedy to increaſe the 
diſeaſe. In the caſe of ever ſo reaſonable and defenſive a war, the ve. 


ry preparations that are neceſſary to carry it on with ſucceſs, do natu - 


rally produce effects, that have a fendency to defeat the deſign of them. 
They muſt needs alarm the enemy, put youu or. their guard, make 
G 2 | them 
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"4hem arm by ſea 2nd land, fortify their ſrantiers, and their ſtrong holy, 
And tis impoſſble-to manage our. defence, without ſhedding a gre: | 
deal of the blood of our oun cauntrymen, as well as of the enemy. 
1s all this, however, and a great many other incanveviences. that never 
fal to attend a ſtate of war, ever thought a ſufficient reaſon, for ſuffer- 
ing an open and avowed enemy to do what he pleaſes, to invade, our 
territories, murder old and young, burn our ſtatelieſt cities and molt 
- magniſicent-palaces, overturn our conſtitution, and make us and our 

; children faves; without the leaſt reſiſtance? 8 ty 142% 2 A 6 57 
. If men vill not act, when there is the leaſt appearance of apy difficulty, 
there would be a ſtop put to all the buſineſs of the world. One wauld 
ſcarcely, turn upon his bed arybe door, upon his hinges, if be was to in- 
dulge all the terrors of the /othful who ſaith there is & lian in Ibs way, 
8 lien is in the ftreets . To this purpoſe, is another obſervation. of 
the ſame wiſe man; He thay abſerveth the wind /pall net ſow i and he 
that regardeth the clouds, {ell not reap, Will any man pretend to 
haps among the rlergy, and ſuch as are leaſt liable ta he poiloned:therer 
with (for thoſe: who have 8 taſte for ſuch intellectual food, maß be 
preſumed to. have already ſatiated their craving ſtomacbs, without 
waiting till, the a/embly ſhould. point it out) and that with a, publick 
brand gf ip/qry, is to be compared; with all the effect of retaining in 
the Chriſtian ſociety, the authors af ſuch, books, and permitting them, 
under the Chriſtian name and character, to. ſpread the infection, with 

greater probability of ſucceſs; thereby encouraging both them and 0» 

| thers, to proceed in ſuch a courſe, without the.legſt fear of cenſure #1 

 _.. Chriflianity,or natural religion is far from being.apprebenlive of a 
fair hearing; far from ſkul&ng (as ſych a plea ſeems to repreſent her) 
like a ſneaking coward behind a,couert; as if the were diſpoſed to put 
up with tbe groſſeſt affront, rather than expoſe her weakneſs in zepel- 
ling the rudeſt attacks. num geſtit, ne ig norata damnetur.. The 
ſtrength of her preſent evemĩes lies chiefly in their maſked character, 
in the hypocritical profeſſion they make of ſome ſort of regard to re · 
lision. They can mention ſin and wickedneſe, as if they had ideas. ta. 
theſe words: while they labour, with all their might, to prove the u- 
ter impollibility, of apy ſuch thing, They talk of God, and of virtue, 
and ſometimes even of a Saviour, as if they were, . really, objects of 
their veneration. Nay, they do. not ſtick to aſſect Rhapſodiet upon 
ſome of theſe ſubjects, as if they had a real eſteem for ibem: while, 
in the mean time, with all the ſlyneſs and ſubtilty they are waſters of, 
they endeavour to undermine the whole beautiſul building of which, 
they profeſs an admiration ; depriving God of every attribute, ſubvert - 
74 1 Prov. xxvi, 13, 14. N + Feel. xi, 4. bs” T3852 r OF 
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i PO the very Gondation of virtue and morality, nnn 
regal inſtance, every particular branch of it, and robbing it of all is 
moſt powerful motives. They murder religion, with the ſame t rea- 


cbery as Juab did Amaſa : while they kiſs her, ſmiting her under the 
fifth rid. To this treachery, is owing the ſucteſs they have had, ih 


ſo far as they have heguijed any unſtable ſpus, or perverted the minds 
of any \ who. have nat 4. rooted enmity at all religion. Let them be but 
ſtript of that diſguiſe, which gives the all the advantage they have 
over the ſimple: and unwary, and expoſed in their native. colours, as 


in a declared war againſt; every thing that has been held in the higheſt 
dle or as the molt important truths, among mankind, againſt the 
true God, againſt Piety and virtue, the accountableneſs of moral a- 


gents, the im mortality of the ſoul, the eternal bappineſs of good, ind 
the eternal miſery of wicked men a and the ſnare would be broken that 
has catched their prey. Let them bes unto Chriſtians, vat they re- 
ally are, af Heathon-men and Pabliaans 3 and we could bid defiance | 


to their utmoſt efforts, at. leaſt hen they are made upon any who da 
not already fate the light, and ive farting TS on 
their deeds are evil. | al ated 
This is all that is damatded — ;nfidel that ſafſered t 


retain this advantage which they have from the Chriſtian character eon 


tinued with the authors. That they be not allowed the ſunction of a 


Chriſtian licence, qr permiſſion to ſpread ſuch infectious poiſon; and tit | 
culate ſuch counterfeit coin. For when the laws of ſchriſtinniiy, ind of 
this church for cenſuring infidels-and hereticks, are ſo expreſs and ſo 


notour, the refuſing to do it on the preſent occaſion, may eaſily bo 
interpreted i into a licence, and really is, in effect, equivalent to a pn. 
miſſiun for any member of the ſociety to imitate the indulged example. 
This is what makes the reading of them ſo dangerous, and contributed - 
to enſuare the unwary. Whereas, if the church would but do her du- 


ty, and let all her members know what ſort of books they are, and on 


what fide they are vxitten, which is a piece of juſtice, made neceſſary 
by the treacherous manner of the attack ; they who may, aſter that, 
þave the curioſity to look into them, are put upon their guard; and 
according te the proverb, He that is warned, is balf armed, If, aftee 
that, 0% geſbel be hid, it will be bid only to them that are len, to them 
that love irreligious doctrines, becauſe they are irreligiour. And, if 
there be any of this character, who wait for the cenſure of a Chriſtian 


| church, to recommend to them writings of that (train, it fp 


able to the juſt judgment of God, that the ordinance of diſcipline, like 

that of the word, -ſhould-prove the ſavour of death 4 unto death to fours 

25 well as the /avour of life unto life to others, © 
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** to reflect, who bey Wat appion de, and 


Who that oppoſe the churehes doing her duty upon this occaſion. Are 


not they, who, in their own ſentiments, approach the neareſt to the 
doctrine of neceſſity, the very perſons who are ſo much afraid of ſptead-. 
ing a book that, in ſo far, is on their own ſide of the queſtion ? For 
my part, I doubt not, but they are in earneſt. But why ? becauſe this 
book repreſents a principle of theirs, under ſich an odjous load, as is. 


enough to fink it. But then, their concern really is, not, as it appears | 


at firſt view, leſt this principle be propagated, but leſt ir be diſcredited, - 


And, for the ſame reaſon, we who 'abhor'the printiple, can, by no 


means be diſſaaded from warning our fellow Chriſtians againſt it, tho? 
the accidental effect of that warning, ſhould be to bring ſome people 
acquainted: with a book, where that principle is nk in'a light, that 
: _ raiſe the' Dann of every boneſt man 7 

I have, in conſidering this objection, * Juſtrcls of wk 
rie upon which it is founded, and proceeded, lie wiſe, upon 
the ſuppoſition, that we were left entirely to the ſuggeſtions of human 
prudence ; and have ſhewn that, even in that caſe, this frightful bug- 
bear is far from being a ſufficient ſcare-crow to deter us from ufing the 
neceſſary means of ſelf-defence.” But as theſe meant are expreſsly a ap- 
pointed by infinite wiſdom, poſitively commanded, by the ww. 


of the churches Ming and Head, this muſt needs greatly alter the ſtate | 


of the argument. Our baliadle? is to do our oy ae tis our great- 

eſt wiſdom, to leave events to Gd. 

© Tf, in this whole argument, I have ſuppoſed” the ide of a «pred 

for cenſure, to be, the excommunication of the erroneous ; it is not 

that I deſpair of gaining them, of that this would not be more highly 
agreeable. » But, as the objectors could not, if that ſuppoſition was to 

be admitted, refuſe the expedience and uſefulneſs of ſuch a meaſure, 


have: choſen'to e with them _ wg. name of the wort that 
can happen. 


And now to e if there are any who ink m i in- 
deed in fo low a fate, that ſne is paſt recovery, ſo bro beaten and 
contemptible, that ſne has no ſpirit to repel an attack; or if, as at the 
laſt aſſembly, any effort is made, that it will ferve only: to betray her | 
feeble and Janguiſhing vigour to the obſervation of her enemies, and 


| expoſe i It to the ſport of triumphing infidels : if they think, that religi- 
gion, which at the firſt, in oppoſition to all the powers of the world, 
by the ſplendor of its miracles, and the brighter ſplendor of its holi- 
neſs, and heavenly ſpirituality, flaſhed like lightening from one end of 
b to the other; or rather, like an irreſiſtible flame driven by 

the w ind over combuſtible matter, fired all the countries of the world 
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if they think that, in a nation, where it has the firmeſt eſtabliſhment | ; I 
that. /aws can give it, laws repeated and ratified in the moſt ſolemn 


manner, and.made as irrevocable and unalterable as the wiſdom of man 


could contrive, the very lauyers of that nation, may reward the bold - 


eſt attacks upon it, by any office which they have the diſpoſal of; 


while others, after a treacherous attempt to undermine it, are advan- ; 


ced to the higheſt places af dignity and authority, without the ſupreme! 


church judicatory ſo much as appearing to know of ſuch things; if 


they. think the churches.own printer.muſt be allowed to purchaſe infi-- 
del writings-at a conſiderable expence, aud publiſh them to the world, 
without a ſingle queſtion being aſked bim on that ſubje&: if they real- 


ly take the intereſt of Chriſtianity to be now reduced to ſo very deſpi- 


cable a ſituation, that the general aſſembly itſelf dare not take the leaſt 
notice of ſuch facts, but is under a neceſſity to pocket every affront, 

and diſſemble the moſt open and bare-faced injuries done to Chriſt and 
his. goſpel: : if this is the view that any of us have of the preſent ſtate 
of 1 religion, it will help, i in ſome meaſure, to account ſor the diſpirited 
conduct of the church againſt her open enemies; while her artillery is 
let fly, with its whole force upon the ſincereſt Chriſtians who ſeruple 
to concur, in executing the deſigns againſt her ſpiritual intereſts, which 


are acknowledged to have been contrived by thoſe who were far from 


being. her true, not ſo much as even her pretended friends 
But if, on the other hand, it be a greater erime to deſpair of religion, 


than it was among the 1 even after the battle of Cannae, to de- 


ſpair of the republic: if it be certain that the church is a kingdom that 
hall never be dęſtreyed *, and that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt ber r: if the eee and uſefulneſs of the Chriſtian doctrine, 
as well as the clearneſs and certainty, of its evidence are ſuch as we 
have no occaſion to be aſhamed of, and have always been approved' 
by the be/# and viſe} men; why may we not, even tho we wanted 


that countenance and protection from the laws of men, and human 


eſtabliſhments, which; in the goodneſs of divine providence, we yet 


have, reſume ſome more ſpirit, "and not = . to Ju with our 
enemies in the gate? 6 


If, on the one 3 it be; indeed, a matter of no 2 for! 


the unbelieyers to continue in their infidelity, without the leaſt attempt 


to pull them out of the fire : if it be needleſs, or uſeleſs, and can ſerve: 

no good purpoſe to deter others from the like offences : If indeed a little 

| leaten does'not Heaven the aubole lump, if there be no danger of the i in- 
ſection ſpreading among the Chriſtian: ſociety, over whom the Holy 

Ghoſt has made the rulers of this church Oy If it is no 1 4 
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IN bye communication of his name, and the Criſtian character, g. 
+  _ thoſe whowohldconfound the diftinRion between vittus and vice, whe. 
mast in that there wag mg ecafton for the: ſufferings of the Jon 1 
55 Das ta pseify his Fathers Wranh, who way mot, and could not be 26 
all eſſendad for what be himſelf was the real author pf; and thit he i 
_  , - - enly-deceiving mankind; when their conſciencesaceuſe them of ff 
ions e If there is no hazacd af all of fr voran vf Lon Fuſth falling 
e for: that chureh that ſuffers thæ avο]’2 õ/ꝙ x enemies ef Chriſt to be öff- 
ceerd in his houſe, und hircovenantiand Ihe tali Herod Vo Be profane 
by maſe v. xtuſt think any chrilkian ſucrament an ie ane ricculous 
inſtieution j then, let ent preſent indolence be applauded, and let t 
i lenity be applied io che enemies of eee was' denied to bile 
| friends. A 34 3.2 5; 03. Vito en 25 48 2 Tus (21217 * 0 25 
5 Aut if, on the other haud; W be eee hit e 
= ing ſouls'of unbelievers; if le E orth the while; either 152 
3 | count, or the churches, t0 attempt at leaſb, 10 geln out * Bretzren; 
* we have any conſidente to put in the inſtitusouis of Sig foci 
FS purpoſe, and the promiſes of his countenance that are annex et to them? 
il ide boldneſs of infidels. is grown to ſuch a heigbe,) Wat it requite? 
_ the moſt vigarous meaſures 10 deter athers from the like ne; If b 
- daſtardly puſillanimity bas evidently encouraged the trencherous Nef 
Ve hug in our / boſom to trample: upon us with a degree of tontempt, 
, Which our. own fathers. could not have .conceived/an; idea 6f 7 £4 | 
. communications will certainly c- corrupt gol 'ntanners, und 23 
um ie in hazurd of being inſected, while nie vl lnnben 1 
ee, i the bonour of Chrifts ang the boly prifeſtoaf the gojpil'is 
_ _ -poſedtoithe ſeorn of the world, by a promiſcuous admiffo to 4 
r ;\ /*.the! giving thur-avhivh*B Boly* 
dn, aud caſting our peark before. fines: does indeed male" the' 
=, perſons who arerepreſented under theſe chamdters.by oarSaviour him 
| ſelf, trample-them under their feet, as well as tur ugain, and en 
2 in;a-word, if ſuch a couduẽt in church rulers does indeed) expoſe! 
- them and the church to the. juſt wrath of Gad, who will not long bent 
dis ordinsnees to be fo graſiy profaned, and if the expteſs commands, 
dual inſtitutions of Chriſt deſerve any regard at their hand i then, Jet 
Tome experiment be made of the powet and fucceſs of his own (ord! = 
Hancts, in, retrieving our diſtreſſed-affairs,\ and. reclaiming! ſcpndatons' 
and important offenders ; or, let his artillery be turned trotm · his friend, 
nud again pointed, as it ought to be, at neee irceclaimable! 
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